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FOREWORD

This manual, which is designed primarily for the use of intelli-
gence personnel of U.,S, and British armies, wos prepared by the MILITARY
mmuemcs RESEARCH SECTION, London Brench, for the SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
mmmnmmmmmmxmmm

Requests for additional oopiea of this publication should be made
through oha.nnels to the EVALUATION AND mssmmmmN SECTION, G=2 (Counter-
Intelligence Sub-d_ivisj_.on) s REAR ECHELON, SHAE;‘. Cammenta s inoluding cor-
rections of factunl_detail,‘~_§hou1d be tnn;ﬁi;_ttea promptly and may be
a.ddrasa;;,d directly to the MILITARY INTELLIGENCE RESEARCH SECTION, 40 Hyde
Park Gate, London, S.W,7.
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INTRODUCTION

The information and illustrations contained in thisz report
wore compiled from a great variety of sourcec. In generul, the
official German puplicwtions "Crden und ilirenzeichen", "Allgemeine
Heeresmitteilungen", Hecrusverordaungsbliitter®, and “Iuftwaffe-
Vererdnungsblitter" were used as prinary sources. However, other
official, semi-ofificial and unofficial German publications, such
as training manuals, periodicals, cataloguss, newspapers, aetce
contributed a wealth of material. Sowe few of the illustrations
were taken from the "War O0ffice wWeekly Intslligence Roview"., Cxp-
tured medals and photographs wer< also ol inestimable value in
clearing up many doubtiul points. The volumes of the German
"Meyers Lexikon" were combed for sorvly-needed infomation on the
"Medals of Hisbtorical Inturest" section of the report.

It was found rather difficult to group this miscellany of
medals with some sewblance of logic, inzamych as man, of them would
readily fit into mors than one category.

The rsport ig divided into the following two parts:

Part 1, The text presents in detail all the pertinent
information available on Germinn decorations. This
part is divided into two sections, numbered from A to J.

Part 2. The photographic reproductions of the decorations
listed snd described in Part 1. This part consists of
photographic plates of illustrations, nwibcred from I to
XXVII. The illustrations are gumbered Irom 1 to 214,

and these numerals correspond with thcse found in the text,
thus providing a handy cross-reference.
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1.

Part 1.

Ae GUNERAL COMBAT DECORATIONS

I. IRON CROSS (E&isernesKreuz)

l. Iron Cross of 1613 (Plate I-1)

The Iron Cross, the oldest and best~known of all German decorations,
was originally rounded on 10 Larch 1&l3 by King Friedrich uilhelm III as a
Prussian state medal. 1Jhis original Iron Cross of 1813 is identical in
shape with the Iron Cross of today. It bears in the center three oak leaves;
the crown of Prussia with the lctters "FV® (Priedrich Wilhelm) below it, is
portrayed at the top while the year "1813" is inscribed at the bottom. In
the war years 1613-15, a total of 8542 Iron Crosses were distributed among
soldiers of the.Prussian army.

Besides the Iron Cross lst and 2nd class, King Friedrich Wilnelm also
founded the Great Cross of the Iron Cross (Grosskreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes).
This decoration was awarded only {ive times during the war of liberation
1813-15, Its recipients were: Blucher for the battle of Katzbach; Bllow
for the battle of Dennewitz; Tauenzien for the capture of ittenberg; and
Tork for the battles of Laon- Paris. For political rcasons, the fifth Great
Cross went to the then Crowm Prince of Sweden, the fommer French General
Bernadotte,

2, Iron Cross of 1570 {Plate I-2)

The Iron Cross was reintroduced by King ‘/ilhelm I of Prussia on
19 July 1870, the day Frunce declared var on Prussia. Unlike the Iron Cross
oi 1313, that of the Frunco-Prussian .ar vas not embellished with the center
oak-leavcs, Thnese were replaced by the letter "w* (iilhelm), while the
Prussian crown appeared at the top, and the year "1&70" at the bottome 4s
the earlier Iron Cross, this also has three classes: lst class, 2nd class, and
the Great Cross,. The first recipient of the Iron Cross lst class of this war
was Lt. Col. von Hellwig, C.O. of the 9th Hussars, "Regiment Rhein". The
following muiber of awards were made during the war years of 1870-71: 9 Great
Crosses, 1304 Iron Crosses lst class, and 43,005 Iron Crosses 2nd class, The
rotio of avard was approximately onc to every twenty soldiers.

The following were recipients of the Great Cross: Crown Prince lrriedrich
#ilhelm; King .lbert of Saxony; Grand Duke Friedrich Pranz of ilecklenburg-
Schwerin; Prince Friedrich Karl of Prussia, and the Generals von holtke, von
lianteuffel, von Goeben, and von Werder., At the conclusion of the var, King
Vilnela I, at the entreaty of his General Staff conferred the Great Cross
upon himself,  Crowa Prince Friedrich Wilholm was the first recipient of the
Great Cross for his victories at Weissenburg and Wdrth.
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3o Iron Cross of 1914 (Plate I-3)

Kaiser Wilhelm II reinstituted the Iron Cross for the third time
on 5 august 1914. For the first time it became eligible to non-Prussians,
as well as to meabersof the Geman Navy. .an order of 16 larch 1916 autho-
rized the award of the Iron Cross to soldiers of the nations allied to
Germony. It is identical in design with the earlier Iron Crosses, with
the exception that "1914" replaces the "1870" at the bottom. Tho se
already possessing the Iron Cross of 1870, and who were sgain awerded the
Iron Cross of this war, reccived a bar having a miniature Iron Cross in
its center and inscribed with the year "1914". This bar vas worn on the
ribbon of the earlier Iron Cross., The Iron Cross 2nd class was wormn on
a black-vhite-=black ribbon, while the Iron Cross lst class was pimned to
the breast without a ribbon,

The award of the Iron Crosses of this war closed on 31 liarch 1924
with the following totals: 5,196,000 Iron Cross 2nd class; 213,000 Iron
Cross lst class; 5 Great Crosses., In this war every third German soldier
received one form of the Iron Crosse The following were recipients of
the Great Cross: the Kaiser; Hindenburg; liuckensen; Prince Leopold of
Bavaria; and Ludendorff. In addition 13,000 Iron Cross 2nd class were
awerded for distinguished services at home. These were worn on a white
ribbon, edged with black.

4, Iron Cross of 1939 (Plate I/L4~9)

On 1 September 1939 the Iron Cross wms reintruduced by Hitler for
the fourth time, this time as a Reich national -decoration. The Iron
Cross of today may be awarded for conspicuous bravery in face of the enewy,
or for outstanding services in leadership on the battlefield. It is a
black cross edged with silver. In its center reposes a swastika, vhile
the numerals "1939" are inecribed at the bottom. The ribbon is black~
vihite-red from the edges invard, the single central stripe being the
broadest. There are several grades of this decoration, and they rank
in the following order:

Iron Cross 2nd class (lowsst grade)

Iron Cross 1lst class

Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross

Oak Leaves to the Knight's Cross

e) Qak Leaves with Sviords to the Knight's Cross

f) Oak Leaves with Swords and Diamonds to the Knight's Cross
g, Great Cross of the Iron Cross

poop

If the holder of the Iron Cross lst or 2nd class of the war of
1914-1E should win the Iron Cross in the present war, he does not receive
another cross; he is awarded instezd & silver bar in the fora of the
Geman eagle and svastika, under which isthe date"1939", (Plate I-6)

This bar is worn on the ribbon of the Iron Cross 2nd class or pinned
to the blouse iminediately above the Iron Cross lst class,.

a) Iron Cross 2nd class (Eiserncs Kreuz II.KL.)

The Iron Cross 2nd class may b worn suspended Trom the ribbon
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over the left breast pocket. Usually, however, the ribbon alonc is
worn passed through the second buttonhole of- the blouse. (Plate I-4)

b) Iron Cross 1st class (Eisernes Kreuz I.Kl.)

Lwarded to holdsrs of the Iron Cross 2nd class only for further
acts of bravery on the battlefield. It is the same as the 2nd class

medal, but it is worn, fastened to the left breast pocket, without a
ribbon. (Plats I-5)

All members of the .irmed Forces, regardless of rank, are eligible
to receive the Iron Cross in all grades., The awards are mads in the
name of the Flthrer on recoummendation of the C-in-C of the respective branch
of the Amed Forces, or the Chief of the High Command of the irmed Forces.

The award of the cross in a higher grade is predicated on ths possession
of the next lower grade.

¢) Enight's Cross of the Iron Cross (Ritterkreuz des Eisernen
Kreuzes)

This next higher grade of the Iron Cross may be awurded on the
decision of Hitler only. It may be bestowed for the display of excep-
tional personal bravery having a decisive effect on the outcome of a
battle., This oross is larger than the Iron Cross lst and 2nd class,
and is worn around the neck on a broader ribbon of the same colors,

1781 Knight's Crosses were awarded during the first 3 years of the present
War.

d) Qak Leaves to the Knight's Cross (Eichenlaub zum Ritterkreuz)

This decoration consists of three silver ocak-leaves mounted on the
ribbon, immediately above the Knight's Cross. It was awarded for the
first time at the memorable session of the Reichstag on 19 July 1940 to
the now dead Generalleutnant Distl for his conduct of the campaign at
Narvik. By the middle of January 1943, 182 members of the German Armed
Forces had received this honor. (Plate I-7)

e) Oak Leaves with Swords to the Knight's Cross (Eichenlaub
mit Schwertern zum Ritterkreuz)

This medal, mounting two crossed swords bslow the ocak lsaves,
has been awarded 2 times up to April 1943.(Plate I-8)

£) Oak Leaves with Swords and Diamonds to the Knight's Cross
(Eichenlaub nit Schwertern und Brillenten zum Ritterkreuz)

This decoration, one of the highest German award for bravery, is
similar to the one above, but with the oak leavss and the sword-hilts
studded with diamonds. Up to a year ago only the five most successful
fighter pilots received this decoration, in the following order:

RESTRICTED



ke

Oberstlt. LBldurs; the now Generalmajor Galland, inspector of nipht fighters;
ik jor Goliob; Oblt. Lizrseille on his reputed 125th air victory; and finally
Oblt. Graf on his 172nd air victory.(Plate I-9)

The bestowal of the Iron Cross, as well as of all other German
decorations, is in cach instance ucoompa,nlod by & certificate of award
(Bcs:.tzurkund.o) which remains in the possession of the recipient.

g) Great Cross of the Iron Cross (Grosskreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes)

This highest of Germun decorations is worn suspended from the neck
on a broad black-white-red ribbon. In size it is double that of the
Iron Cross. It is awarded only for outstanding achievements which have
& decisive influe¢nce on the course of the war. "Reichsmarschall" GBring
is the only wearer of this medal, having received it in recognition of
his creation and development of the German Inftwaffe,

II. AR SERVICE OF MERIT CROSS (Krisgsverdienstkreuz)

Hitler founded this decoration on 18 October 1939 to reward ser-
vices for which the Iron Cross could not be conferread, The Knight's
Cross of the Var Scrvice of iierit Cross was instituted on 28 August 1540,
This decoration nay be awarded in the following four grades:

1. var Service of lerit Cross Znd class (lowsst grade)
2. var Service oi lerit Cross lst class

3« Knigat's Cross of the iWar Service of XMerit Cross

4o viar Service of llerit kicdal

This deccoration is in the formm of an eight-pointed laltese cross,
bearing in its center the swastika within a round wreath of oak leaves,
The year "1939" is inscribed on the rcverse side. The 2nd class cross
is bronze, vhile the 1lst class is silver, It may be presented with swords
for special services while undur cuiry fire, or for extraordinary services
comiected with the conduct of the wur; without swords for special services
in comnection with the war e¢ffort,but not at the frcnt under enemy fire,
In exceptional cases, at the discretion oi Hitler, the War Service of Merit
Cross may be awarded to wo.sne when awarded with swords, these ore
crogssed diaponally, with the points upwarus under the circular center of
the cross. The holdur of the Iron Cross is not eligible for the award
of the .Jar Service of iderit Cross, The holder of the ‘ar Service of
tgrit Cross may now wear the Iron Cross, if awarded, as wsll as the var
Service of Lerit Cross,

The 2nd class cross (Plate II-10) is worn on a ribbon, or the
ribbon alone may be worn frow the buttoniwle of the blouse. This ribbon
is red-wiiite-bluck irown thu cdges inward, the single central siripe being
tiie broadest.

‘he 1st clasc cross is worn fastened to the breast without a
ribbon (Plate II-11)
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The Knight's Cross of the Wsr Service of lerit Cross (Ritter-
krcuz des Kriegsverdienstkreuzes) ic silver, It is larger than the lst
and 2nd clasrs crosses, and is suspended from the neck on & broader ribbon
of the same colors. The bestowel of this decoration is reserved for the
*Mhrer. It ney also be conferred with swords for outstanding wilitary
decds that decisively :ffect the trend of tue war, or without swords for
outstanding accomplialments in connection with the var effort.

The War Service of Merit liedal (Kriegsverdienstmedsille) is bionze.
It comes in the shape of the cross festened on a round dige. On its
reverse side is inscribed "Mir Kriegsverdienst 19397, This medsl is
reserved exclusively for those civilians vho performed with merit tasks
cormected with the producticn of war meterial, such as & uinimun of six
montha' service in a var plant, etc. The ribbon iz the sime as that of
the War Service of llerit Cross, excepting that a narrow red stripe runs
lengthvise in the center of the black. (Plate II-12)

III. M WOUND EBADGE (Das Verwundetenabzeichen)

The Wound Didge was reinstituted by Hitler on 1 September 1539, It
is similar to that of the laczt wur, and congistz of an owrl badge edge
with a laurel wreath vithin vhich a steel helmet reposes on tvwo crossced
svords; o swastikxue is. guperimposed on the helmet. This swestika is not
precent on the jound Bedge of 1914 for members of the Amy. (Plote II-13)
In tHe war o 1914~13, members of the Navy were awsrded a distinet gound
Badge of their own. (Plate II-14)

The iJound Badge is awarded to thozse vho hove susiuined wounds or
bodily injury (freezing etc.; throush dircet enaay action. It iz .sarded
in the following three grsdes, dcoeading upon the number, or severity of tle
wounds. :

1. In black (lowest grode; for tliose wounded once or tvice

2, In silver for thoze wounded > or 4 times

5+ In zold for those wounded more thun 4 tines

The Wound Badge is worn without a ribbon on tne lef't breact ol the
blouse., Multiple wounds custained at one time count &z one wound., rhis
badge is not awarded for illness or uccident, even thoush occurring at the
battle front.

The badge in gilver may be awarded, regariless of the nurber or the
woundz, to those who have lost a heni, a foot, wn eye, or vho through eieng
action hsve become totally deaf. The badge in gold roy be averded, rejards-
lezs of the number of the wounds, to those vho huve become totally blind
through enemy action, or vho have gustiined vron injurics regsulting in

“mental illness. Civilian persounel employed in the construction of' jhe
"eztern Wall" are slso eligible for the wound b.dge, if they were injured
tarouzh enciy uction.  Since July 1943, it may 2lco be conferred upoii those
non=meribera of the wehmazcht who have syflered injuries throulll wanery pction
in the theater of operations, in occupied ‘acr{i‘cories, in fhe "Generalpouveitic-
ment", or in the "Protektorat". (Plate II-15;
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IV. ORDER OF THE GERMAN CROSS (Kriegsorden des Deutschen Kreuzes)

This order was instituted by Hitler on 28 September 1941, large-
1y to bridge tho gap between the IronCross 1lst class and the Knight's
Cross of the Iron Cross; especially in view of the large number of the
Iron Crosses lst class awarded. '

The decoration consists of a dark grey, eight-pointed star, edged
vith silver, and measuring 65 mm in diameter. The center of the star is
occupied by a large black, silver—edged swastika on a fiecld of dull silver
within a circular laurel wreath in silver or gold, ruspectively. The bot~
ton of the lsurel wreath bears the date "1941". The Gemnnan Cross is worn
on the right breast without a ribbon.

It may be awarded:

1. In silver (lower grade) for repeated services of exceptional merit
in the conduct of the war.

2, In gold -for repeated display of extraordinary gallantiry in action,
or for repeated outstanding feats in leadership on the battlefield.

4 prersquisite for the award of the Germwan Cross in either silver
or zold is the possession of the Iron Cross lst class, the bar to the Iron
Cross 1st class of 1914, or-the War Service of ilerit Cross lst class with
swords. (Plate II-16)

V. THE HONOR-ROLL CIASP (Die E:renblatt-Spange)

Hitler founded this decoration in iarch 1944, It may be awarded
to soldiers of all grades who lLave been cited in an order-of-the-dsy (Tages-
befechl), and thus entered the "Honor Roll of the German irmy" (Ehrenblatt des
Dautschen Heeres), The clasp consists of a golden swastike within a circular
oak-leaf wreath, and is worn fastened to the black-white-red ribbon of the
Iron Cross of 1939; the ribbon beinz attached to the buttonhole of the blouse.

The eligibility requirements are:

2) Posscssicn of the Iron Cross lst class, and

b§ Avtraordinary acts of bruvery in combat of & nature that would
ordinarily justify the award of the Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross. The
avird is retroactive for all those who have been cited in an order-of-the-
dsy prior to the institution of this clasp.oi honor. (Plate II-17)

VI. BRAVERY AND SERVICE OF MERIT BADGE FOR BASTERN VOLUNTEERS (Tapfer-
xeits- und Verdienstauszuichnung fiir ingeh8rige der Ostv8lker)

This badge, founded on 4 July 1942, may be awwrded wither with
swords s a comvat decoration for bravery, or without swords as a service
dacoration for meritorious, servives. It ambraces the following grades:
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a) 2nd class, in bronze (lowest Jrade), on a dark-greon ribbon
b) 2nd class, in silver, on a green ribbon with white edges

¢) 2nd class, in gold, on a light-green ribbon with white edges
d( 1st class, in silver

@) lst class, in gold

The first three are worn from the medal-bar, or the ribbon alone is
worn from the buttonhole of the blouse; the last two are worn without a
ribbon, pinned to the breast,

The badge with swords is avarded for bravery to those Bastern
volunteers who participate in combat operations against the Russians under
German comnand, whereas the badge without swords is conferrsd upon those
Fastern volunteers who perform special services within the occupied Bastern
provinces in comnection with the war against "Bolsheviam",

Jembers of the following volunteer organizations are eligible:

l. Turkestan battaiions, including Turkestan construction battalions

2, Cossack units

3e criﬂlea.n Tartars

4. Iocal Security Forces (landeseigene Sicherungsverbinde), composad
of volunteer local inhabitents, or discharged priscners of war
who are "defending thoir homes®" against the Russian .rmy, the
Partisans etc,

5« Police Forces (Ordnungsdienste) within the zone of operations

6. Volunteer local residents and discharged prisoners of war who
enrolled in the German Army as "auxiliaries" (Hilfswillige).

Since Novamber 1942, this badge nmay also be awarded as a cormemoration
badge to those German soldiers, up to battalion commsnder, who have coisnanded
or were members of units composed of LEastern volunteers., However, the
possession of the Iron Cross 2nd class is a prerequisite to the award of the
2nd class badge in silver, while possession of the Iron Cross lst class is
required for eligibility for the lst class badge in silver.

In addition to this decoration, members of foreign woluntecr organizations
originating from occupied Russian territories and incorporated into the German
Armed Forces, who display extraordinary bravery or render special services,
are since March 1944 eligible to receive the Iron Cross, or the wWar Service
of Merit Cross, respectively. The awerd of the Iron Crosses lst or 2nd class
is predicated upon the possession of the corresponding class of the Bravery
etc. badge in silver with svords, vhile the War Service of Merit Crosses lst
and 2nd class without swords may be awarded to those who possess the corres-—
ponding classcs of the Bravery etc. badge in silver without swords.

Furthermore, these voluntesrs may now also receive, under conditions

that apply to all others, the Eastern Front lisdal, the Wound Badge, and the
various Assault Badges. (Illustration-or description not available)

RESTRICILED
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B. ASSAULT BADGES

I. DFANTRY 4SSAULT BADGE (Infanterie-Sturmabzeichen)

Founded on 20 December 1939, this badge may be a.wardcd.to-officcrs,
NNCO-s and privates of rifle coipanies in infantry and mount.un. infantry
resiments, who have since 1 January 1940 met all of the following thres
requiremontsg

1) Have taken part in three assault operations on 3 different days
2) Have been in the forumost lines
3 Have penetrated the enemy line, weapon in hand

Sucgessful armed reconnaissance, as well as counter-attacks are
counted as assult operations, provided they lead to close fighting,

The badge is silver for infaniry and wmountain infantry units, and
bronze for motorized infantry units. It is designed in the form of an oval
wreath of oak leaves, on vhich is superimposed a rifle with a fixed bayonet
pointing diagonally upwerds and to the lert, the wholc being crowned by the
Gorman eoagle and svastika, This decoration is worn without a ribbon on
the left breast-pocket of the blouse, and is avarded by the r¢gimental
commander,

The awurd has now been extended to include other units of infantry
regiments, such as infantry howitzer (Zun) compsnies, antitank companies
etc., providing the conditions listed above have besr fulfilled.

(Plate III-19)

II. TANK 4S8UIT BDGE (Panzerksmpfabzeichen)

Until i June 1940 this dadge was called "Psnzerkampfwaenabzeichen".
It may be 2wardsd in silver to officers and other ranks of Panzsr units
who since 1 January 1940 participated as tank or armored car comaanders,
gumners, drivers or radio operators in at least three engs;ements on three
different days. Since 1 June 1940, the same badge in bronze has been
extonded to persomel of Panzer Grenadier regiments , Panzer reconnaisssnce
battalions, snd arrored car units,

The conditions governing the award of this badgse are the same as
those of tho Infantry ..ssault Budge. This badge consists of an oval oak-
leaf’ wreath enclosi.ay & hoavy tank, the vhole summounted by the Germun
eagle cnd svastika, It is viorn without a ribbon on the left breast-
pocket,.

A reoc_ant provision makes nmedical personnel eligible, provided they
go forward into action in tanks and attend the woundsd in the combat wrea.
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Since July 1943, the Tank sssault Badge may be svarded in the
following four grades: : '

a? Grade 1 (original grade)..........avarded after 3 engagements

b G-I‘adﬂ 20..o.o‘-..aocouoooooounoo-o " " 25 "
Ci G‘r:;‘.d. 3..-0-.--.o.oo-oono-no.-co.u " " m "
d/ Gmd‘ I-l-o;oa-o..ooo-aoo.----o.‘o-oq " " 75 "

__After participation in 100 or mors engagements, the grade 4 bodge
will be reissuced with the numerals "100" superimpo sed,

This badge is awarded by comminders of Panzer divisions.(Plate III-20)

III. ASSAULT BADGE (GENERAL) (Sturmabzeichen (illgemeiner) )

The ..zsault Badge (General) was instituted on 1 June 1940 for the
purpose of rewarding persommel of the branches of service that support
the infantry and Panzer arms, and who are not eligible to recceive the
Infantry .ssault Badge, or the Tank Assault Badge. It wes originally
intended is an assault badge for engineers, but was later sxtended to
include personnel of other arms who have an ancillary role in the assault
of infantry and zrmored formstions, The award is made to persomnel of
the artillery, onginecrs, antitank and antiairecraft units, if they help to
carry the assult forward and assist in achieving a break-through in the
enemy's line. liedical persornel are now eligible, if they atiend or
rescue wounded under the same battle conditions as the assuulting infuntry
in the close-coubat area.

The badge is silver, and disoleys o hand-grenade crossed with a
beyonet, sumounted by the German eugle and swastika, the whole enclosed
within an oval wreath of oak leaves, It is worm on the left bréast-
pocket of the blouse.,

Since July 1943, tlks badge is issued in the same four ;rades as the
Tank assault Badge (par. II, above), and under identical conditions. Its
recipients may now include members oif' assault-gun units (Stumgeschfitzein-
heiten), assault-tank units (Sturmpanzersinheiten), anc sclf-propelled anti-
tank units. The number of engagoements (linsatztzge) for both the Tank
Assault Badge and the .ssauli Badge (General) will be couputed as of 1} July
1943, However, thosc alrs.dy possessing either of these badges will be
credited with three engagcuents for the period prior to this date. In
addition, personnel of the arms ¢lizible to recsive 1.;hils bz'mge, -t-.‘ho haya
since 22 June 1941 had uninterrupted sc¢rvice in Russia or in Africa, will be
given credit for the following number of engagenents:

a) 25 engagementSiceceecececccsascsse fOor 15 months' service

b) 15 engagenantSececccceeccccecaacce : 12 :: :
c) 10 engagenentS..ccesceccccccesscne 8

(Plate III-21)
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IV. SPECIAL INSIGNIA FOR THE SINGLE-HANDED DESTRUCTION OF TANKS FIC.
(Sondsrabzeichen for das Niederk$mpfen von Panzerkampfwagen usw.
durch Einzelklmpfer)

Founded in March 1942, this sleeve insignia is awsrded to soldiers
who single-handed destroy or disable a tank or other armored vehicle in
close~combat, resorting to close-combat weapons only, such as antitank
rifles, rifle shells, pole charges, hand-grenades etc. One ingignia is
bestowed for cach tank or other armored vehicle thus destroyed or disabled,

‘The decoration consists of an aluminum-colorsd band measuring
9 x 32 mm, with a 3 mm wide interwoven black stripe both at the top and
bottom. It is worn as an armband on the right upper sleeve, One insignia
is awarded for each tank destroyed, and rores th.u one may be worn simulta-
neously. This decoration was formerly known as "Sturmabzeichen fir die
Erledigung feindlicher Kampfwagen'.

Since January 1943, this insignia may be awarded on a2 gold band. after
accounting for a fifth tank or other armored vehicle, a soldier will, instead
of a fifth silver insignia, receive the decoration on a gold band. The four
silver Jdecorations are then taken off, and the gold armband alone is wormn.
(Plate III-22) ’

V. CLOSE~COMBAT BADGE (Nahkampfspange)

In recognition of personal bravery displayed in close-combat, hand-
to-hand engagements, Hitler inaugurated this decoration on 25 November 1942,
It is awarded to soldiers for hand-to-hand combat with the rifle, pistol,
hand-grenade, knife, or other closs-combat weapon, while on foot and unsup-
ported. It is conferred primarily upon members of the infantry, but other
ams are cligible, providing the prerequisites arc complied with. Soldiers
who already possess the Infantry assault Badge, may nevertheless become
recipiemts of this badge. The avard may be made in the following three grades:

a) 1st class in bronze (lowsst 2rade® ......... for 15 close-combat days
b 2nd 018.53inSi].VOI'........o--...o....o-.-. v m " " "

c} Srd Gl&SSingold.-...........a.......-.... " 50 u " "

The clése-cor.rxbat days are computed as of 1 Decenber 1942, However,
soldiers who saw uninterrupted service on the Esstern Front after 22 June ‘1941,
will be credited with the following number of close-combat days:

1) 15 close-combat days......for 15 months' uninterrupted service
2 10 n " I NN ) n 12 " n o
3 5 " " eso0coe " 8 " " "

The number of close-combat days required to receive the lst 2nd, or
3rd class badge, may be r<duced to 10, 20, or 40, respsctively in the case of
severely wounded soldiers who would otherwise have no further opportunity to
participate in close-combat engagements.
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The CZ!.ose-—Combat Badge is in the fomm of a long and narrow metal
brooch and is worn above the left breast-pocket. Its square center contains
a bayonet crossed with a hand-grenade and surmounted by the German eagle and

swastika; each side of the center square is ornamented with a design of rays
and oak leaves. (Plate ITI-23)

VI. ARMY ANTIATRCRAFT BADGE (Heeres-Flak-ibzejchen)

This badge was originally founded on 18 July 1941, but the provisions
of its award were modified by the Aray High Command on 4 September 1942,
Since June 1941, it may be awarded to officers and enlisted men of Army
antiaircraft units (Heeres Fla-Truppen und Heeres-Flak-Zinheiten) for repeated
distinguished participation in successful engagements against enemy asrial
targets. The avard is limited to individuals, and is not conferred on a unit
as a whole. To becomeo «ligible, the individual soldier must accurulate 16
points, He will be credited with two points for participauting in the shooting
down of an cenemy plane. If the enemy plane was brought down by & section of a
battery (troop), without the assistance of another section, then all the par-
ticipatin; members of that particular section will be credited with four points.
One point will be given to crews of scarchlight battcries (troops) for bsing
first in the sound dstection of an e¢nemy aircraft. '

This silver badge, worn on the left breast, bears within an oval
wreath of oazk leaves an 8.8 cm antiaircraft gun, the whole surmounted by the
German irmy eagle and swastika.

The holder of this medal is not barred from acquiring the .issault
Badge (General). (Plate ITI-24}
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Ce CANPAIGN DECORATIONS

I. SP:aNISH CROSS (Spanien-Kreuz)-

The Spanigh Cross is awarded in bronze, silver, or gold, and with
swords or without swords to former Gummani volunteers of the "Condor Legion"
for their accomplishments in the Spanish civil war. It is worn without a
ribbon on the right breast. It is in the form of a Maltese cross embcssed
with a swastika within a circular disc in its center. If awarded with swords,
these are orossed diagonally with the points upwards. TFour Luftwafle sagles
with swastikas straddle the swords between the arus of the cross.

Two other dscorations may be awarded to those who toock part in the
Spanish civil var of 1936-39. One of these is the special \ound Badge for
those who sustained wounds in this cempaign, and the cther the "Spanien-
Hinterbliebenen~Kreuz", awarded to the next of kin of those who have fallen
on Spanish soil. (Plate IV-25)

II. AUSTRIAN COMILMORATION MEDAL (Medaille zur Erinnerung an den 13 ilirz 1938)

This is a silver commemorative medal avarded to all those who took
part in the occupation and initial administration of Austria, or had con-
tributed to the exscution of the "inschluss", whether military personnel
or civilians,

The medal is circular in form and shows two athletic male figures
advancing with the flag of the Third Reich, with the nationsl emblem as their
stepping stone. The reverse side bsars the inscription "BEin Volk, Ein Reich,
Ein Fithrer" and the date "13 Mirz 1938". The ribbon is red, edged with narrow
stripes of white-black-white, (Plate IV-26-27)

III. SUDETEN COMMEMORATION MEDAL (Medaille zur Erinnerung an den 1 Oktober 1938)

This bronze medal comnemorates the union of Sude¢tenland with the
Trird Reich, and was instituted on 18 October 1938, It is similar to the
Austrian medal, but has on the reverse side the date "1 Oktober 1938"., The
ribbon is black-red-black,in stripes of squal width, with a very narrow edging
of white. The conditions governing the award are the same as those for the
Austrian medal.

The medal is awarded also for service in the crvation of the Pro-
toctorate of Bohemia and iloravia. 7o those already in possession of the
Sud:ten medal, a bar to the medal is awarded for work in connection with the
creation of the Protectorate., The bar is in the form of a bronze metal strip
bearing the imazc of the castle of Prague and is worn clipped on the ribbon
of the Sudetun medal. (Plate IV-28)
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IV. MEMAL COMM.EMORATION MED.L (Medaille zur Zrinnerung an die Heim-
kehr des iiemellandes)

This medal co.memorates the return of Memel to the Third Reich
on 22 March 1939, and was instituted on 1 May 1939, It is in dull bronze
and the face is of the sawe design as the Sudeten and iustrian medals. The
reverse bears the inscription "Zur Erinnerung An Die Heimkehr Des lemellandes
22 ilirz 1939", enclosed within a wreath of oak leaves, The ribbon is green
in center, with white-red-white on both sides. (Plate IV-29)

The Austrian, Sudcten and Memel Commemoration Medals are worn from the
medal bar on the left breast of the blouse:

V. DANZIG CROSS (Danziger Kreuz)

This cross was founded by "Gauleiter" Forster of Danzig to commemorate
the incorporation into the Reich of the city of Danzig., It is awarded in
two classes. Class 1 is worn pinned to the breast, whils class 2 is womm
on a ribbon of the colors of Danzig. (No illustration or description available)

VI. NARVIK SHIZLD (Narvikschild)

After the operations in llorway, Hitler on 19 August 1940 inaugurated
& HNarvik decoration to commemorate the "hercic and victorious joint operations
at Narvik". The dsooration is in the form of an elongated shield showing the
"Eidelweiss" of mountain rcgiments above an anchor crossed with an aircraft
propeller, and topped by the inscription "Narvik 1940%"; the whole is surmounted
by the German eagle grasping a wreath enclosing a swastike. The docorution,
silver for the army and :ir Force, and gold for the Navy, is worn on the left
upper slesve,

All members of the Armed Forces who played an honorable part in the
landin; at Harvik or in ths subsequent operations, are eligible for the
award. (Plate IV-31)

VII. CRETE ARMBAND (dmaclband Kreta)

This armband decorziion, inaugurated on 16 October 1942, consists of a
vhite armband witha jold vorders, and bears the inscription "Kreta". Vorn on
the lover left slesve of the uniform, it is awarded to all members of the irmed
Porces vho played an honorable part in the land, sea and air battles for Crete.
Members of the folloving ..rmy units who landed or parachuted dovm on the
island up till 27 iny 1942, are cligible:

5th .nd Sth Jountain Divisions

2nd Battalion, 3lst Tank Regiment

55th ¥otorcycle Rifle Batixlion

609Yth Antizircraft lochine=Gun Lattalion
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4180 elizible are members of the imy who went to sea with the lizht
flotilla on 19 iay 1941 and who participated in the sea-battle near the
island. (Plate IV-32)

VIII.CICLi: SHIELD (Cholmschild)

This award was instituted on 1 July 1942 to commemorate the defence
of the beleaguered city of Cholm on the Eastern Front by the "Kampfgruppe
Generalmajor Scherer" during the period 21 January 1942 and 5 May 1942.

All members of the "Wehrmacht® or those subordinated to it who were part of
the garrison and who played an honorable part in the defensc of the city
within the period named above, are eligible for the award. The decoration
is in the form of an elongated shield bearing the Germon eagle clutching
the Iron Cross in its talons. The lower part of the shield is inscribed
"Cholm 1942"., It is worn on the left upper slceve, The awards are made
in the name of the Fhrer by Gencral Scherer, commandcer of the defending
forces. (Plate IV=33)

IX. EASTERN FRONT MEDAL (Ostmedaille)

This medal was founded on 26 May 1942 to coumemorate service orn the
Russian Front during the first winter campaign between 15 Noverber 1941 and
15 April 1942. Its official German designation is: "Winterschlacht im Osten
1941/12 (Ostmedaille)". It may be awarded to officers and enlisted men who
have met one of the following; prerequisites:

a} Participation in at least li days' fighting. For Luftwaffe
personnel flizhts agpinst the enemy on 30 different days is
required.

b) Wounding or freezing that resulted in the award of the Wound
Badge.

¢) Corpletion of a minimum of 60 days' uninterrupted servics on
the Zastern Front.

Personnel of sexi-military and auxiliary organizations are also
eligible, if during the period prescribed, they were subordinaeted to, or
were executing tasks directly on behalf of the Wehrmacht,

The circular medal is steel-grey. On its face is found the
inscription "Winterschlacht im Osten 1941/42," surmounted by a white
stecl helmet covering a hand-grenade; below the inscription appears a
bayonet crossed with a sprig of laurel, The reverse side bears the
German cagls and swastika with a sprig of laurel under tha latter. The
ribbon is red, with a very narrow white~black-white vertical stripe in the
center. The medal is worn on the left breast of the blouse, or the ribbon
alone may be worn from the buttonhole., (Plate V-34-i5)
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X. CRIMEA SHIELD (Krimschild)

This campaign decoration was founded on 25 July 1942 in memory of
the battles on the Crimean peninsula. It is awarded to all meumbers of the
Armod Forces who participated in the Crimean campaign during the period of
21 September 1941 and 4 July 1942. Generalfeldmarschsll von Mennstein has

been delegated by Hitlar to distribute this shield. The following conditions
.govern the avard: '

&) Participation in o main engagement, or
b< Younding, -or
¢) A minimum of ) months' service on the peninsula

The shield is bronze and portrays the geographical outlines of the
peninsula and the seas surrounding it, surmounted by the national insignia
vwithin an oak-leaf wreath. To the left and right of this wreath are inscribed
the dotes "1941" and'1942", respectively. It is worn on the upper left sleeve.
(Plate v-36)

XTI. DEMJANSK SHIEID (Demjanskschild)

Hitler founded this caimpaign decoration in :spril 1943 in memory of the
14 wonth siege of the surrounded battle sector of Demjansk on the Hastern Front
in 1941-42. . All mombers of the ‘jehrmacht vho played an honorable part in these
defansive battles, are eligible. The original awards were made in the nume
of the Ftthrer by the C.0. of the defending forces, Gencral Graf Brockdorff-
Ahlefeldt (dead). It is vorn on the left upper sleeve. The shield contains
two crossed swords, with an aireraft in flight across the points (in commen-
oration of the fact that for 14 months the garrison had been supplied by air);
below the sword-hilts appear the numerals "1942", while the insecription
"Dem jansk" is shovm above the points. The vhole is crowned by the national
insignia behind a crenclated rampart.

Russian "ouxiliaries" and others subordinated to the \shmacht may be
recipients of this decoration. (Plate V-37)

AII. KUBAN SHIFLD (Xubanschild)

This shield wos instituted by Hitler on 20 Septarber 1943 in bonmemc?r-
ation of the defensive battiles on the Kuban bridgehead on the Crimean penin-
swia, It ray be cvarded to all ailitary persomnel, as well as to othors
subordinated to the wehrimacht wiw sinco 1 Februvary 19Z+§ played an honorfa‘t‘)le
part in the land, air, and sea-battles on the Kuban pndgehaafl. The sn:‘m:!.d
is worn on the left upper slecve of the uniform. The following prersquisites
govern the wuard:
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az Participation in a main engagement, or
Viounding, or
c) A minium of 60 days' uninterrupted service on the bridgehead

Thoe avmrds are made in the namc of the Fthrer by Generalfeldmarschall
von Kloist, (No illustration or description availsble)

XIITI. GUERILIA-WARFARE MIDAL (Bandenkampf-ibzeichen)

Hitler founded this badge on 30 Janua.ry 1944 in recoznition of the
Jbravery displayed by mombers of the Armed Forces in their fight, behind the
Eastern Front and in the mountain fastncsses of the Bilkans, against the ever-
increasing activities of partisan bands. All memburs of the srmed Forces who
participated for a certain minimum mmber of days in the fight agpinst the
partisans, may become recipients of this badge. Personnel of foreizn volun-
teer organizations engaged in corbat against these bands are «lso oligible.

It is issued in the following thres grades:

1st clags in bronze (lowest grade) eee..... after 20 combat days
b 2!1(.1 chss 11 sllver.’..'......'..........‘. m "
c) )I‘d class m solm...'..............-...... " 100 "

Crews of single aircraft or of aircraft fommstions e..ployed in the
fight against partisan bands may be awarded the medsl undor the following
conditions:

l The 1st dass rnedla-l.'.............-...."...afterm me-t d&’rsl
2 Th@ an Class mﬁd&lo.......--....-.......-.. " 75 "
3’i Thc}rd ClQ.SS :ﬂedaloaoaooo-o-oooo--oo.oo.o-o " lm "

Bach successfully accomplished flying mission, while under partison
fire, is counted as o combat day. Each enemy aircraft shot down in coubat
counts for three¢ combat days.

The Guerilla-iarfare lledal, vorn on the left breast of the blouce,
consists of an ovnl oak-lcaf wreath with a massive vertical staff running
through the centor; near the top of this staff appears the svastika, while
two two-headed snakes are curled around the lower end. (Plate V-395

XTIV, AFRICA ARMBAND (Armelband Afrika)

This slesve-ins 'gnia, inaugurated on 15 January 1943, consists of a
khaki-colored armband of cawnel-hair cloth with silver borders, and bears
the inscription "Afrika", flunkoed on cach side by a palm "o.,\f It is
worn on the lower right sleeve of the uniform, All members of the Armad
Yorces are cligible if they have fulfilled at least one of the following
requirewents:

A minimum of 6 months' honorable service in africa

Wounding while serving in Africa

Illness contracted on the African battlefield, and resulting in
total or partial physical disability
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This armband is issued in a dari-blue color for members of the
Luftvefie.

An earlier pattern, greecn with silver edging and the inscription
".frikakorps" has been rccalled and. supsrseded by the .ifrica Armband.
(Plate V-40)

XV. GERIAN-ITALIAN CCM/EMORSPION MEDAL (Deutsch-Italienische Erinnerungsmedaille)

This round bronze medal was avierded to members of both the German and
Itulian [rmed Forces wio participated in the joint campaigns in Horth Africa,
Its face is adormed by a triumphal arch flanked on the right side by a
awastika, a.xd o1 the left side by the Itulian fasces; a true lovers' knot is
displayed below the arch. The bilingual inscription "Campagna Italo-Tedesca
in Africa - - - Italienisch-Deutscher Feldzug in Afrika" surrounds the medal.
The reverse side portrays two knizhts in medieval arwor struggling with a
crocodile. The ribbon is black-vhite-red-white-grecn, thus cowbining the
Germar. «nd Italian nationzl colors.

A rccent order prohibits the wearing of this medal by members of the
German ..rmed Forces. (Plate V-41)
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D. NAZI PARTY DECORATIONS

I. NATIONAL SOCIALIST ORD=R OF BLOOD OF 9 NOVELBER 1923 (Nationa;l-
Sozialistisches Blutorden vom 9 Iovember 1923)

This medal was originally struck at Hitler's command in 1933, and
was avarded to all those who took part with him in the abortive "putsch"
in lfnchen on.8-9 November 1923. It was later given a wider distribution
and wes awarded to many Nazi Party membsrs who had taken part in the street-
fighting of the pre-1933 years. [The ordsr is rcgarded with the highest
respect in the Party. ‘

The medal is circular in shape, and its face portrays an wugle gras-
ping & laurel wreath by its talons, within which is inscribed the dste
"9, Nov." Irmmediately below the eagle's beak is found the inscription
"finchen 1923-1933". The reverse side bears & facade of three arches
surmounted by a swastika from which rays emsnate, and the inscription "Und
Ihr Habt Doch Gesiegt". The ribbon is red in center with narrow white-
black stripes on either side. It is worn on the right breast of the Nazi
Party uniform, ‘4hen worn on military blouses, the ribbon is placed above
the left breast pocket in line with any other decoration that may have been
awarded, The ribbon alone may be worn from the second-from-top buttonhole.
There are several ways of wearing this decoration. liembers of the Luftwaffe
may wear the ribbon in the form of a half-cockade on the right breast of the
flying blouse, directly below the swastika of the national insignia. (Plate
VI-U42-43=Ldimt5)

II. ISIGNIL OF HONOR FOR TH FIRST 100,000 iEMBERS (Ehrenzeichen fiir
idtglieder unter Nummer 100 000)

This party badge is generally referred to as the "Gold Party Badge" (Das
Goldene Parteiabzeichen), As its title implies, this high Party decoration
may be worn only by those charter members of the Party whose. serial nwibers are
below 100,000 and who have belonged to the Party uninterruptedly since its
foundation,

The badge is circular in shape and is worn on the left sids of the blouse
r civilian jacket. It consists of a swastika around which is the inscription
"National-Sozialistische D A P", the whole surrounded by a golden wreath of
laurel leaves, The membership number is found inscribed on the reverse side.
(Plate VI-46)

ITI. COBURG BaDGE (Coburger ibzeichen)

This Party badge wus issued to all members who participated in the
famous march on Coburg in October 1922, known as "Deutscker Tag in Coburg".
It was the Tirst NSDiP expsdition from its home at ifinich (erster Vorstoss
der Partei won Mmchen nach I-Iord-Bayarn). The meeting was characterized by
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bloody street-fighting, in which 800 S A nen supressed the "red terror'.

Among the participants were Hitler and some of his early licutenants.
(Plate VII-47)

V. NURBERG PARTY CONVEUTION BADGE OF 1929 (Iitrnberger Parteitays-
abzeichen von 1929

This gold badge vas founded to commazorate one of the bloodiest Party
conventions in liazi history, held at Nlrmberg in 1929, .11 porticipants of
this nme¢ting were decorzted vwith this badge. It comes in the form of a shield
in the center of which reposes an eayle perched atop o stesl-helmet embossed
with a swastikas The shield beors the follovwing inscription: "Nhrnberg 191k~
1919 NSDAP - - Parteitag 1929". (Plate VII-iZ)

Ve BaGE OF THE SA-CONVENTION AT BRaUwSCH-IG OF 1931 (;Lbzcichcn Vo
Si-Preffen Braunschweig 1931)

This silver badge was struck to commemorate the Party convention held
at Braunschweig on 17-18 October 1931, when nearly 10C,000 Si and 5S-aen,
rnainly of the "SA-Gruppe Nord", assambled. At this convention, which followed
closely on the heels of the "Stennes putsch",.litler assured himself of the
loyalty of the SA. 24 new "Standarten" werc founded, and the "ibtor-i." rade
its first public appearance.

The badgs consists of an oval wreath of oak leaves having a bow &t the
bottom, 1iithin the wreath is found the inscription "Sia~-Trofien Braunschweig
17/18 Oktovber 1931". The wreath is surmounted by the national insignia.
(Plate VII-49)

VI. GOLD HITLER-YOUTH BADGE (Goldenes HJ-abzeichen)

Tiis badge of honor was founded by Baldur von Schirach, thcf: "Rcichs-‘
jugendftihrer' on 10 iugust 1974, It was avwarded to &ll those I:h.tlcr-l’outg
members of the Party, who could 5rida themseives of uninterripted mambership
in the Party at the historical Reich Youth mecting ol 2 Oc*lx:bur 1932,

It is 21lso known &3 vgJ-Ehrenzoichen” (litler-Youth Badge 61 Honor,.

Tt is designed in the shape of a diamond having a gold outer frwne, and
a black swastika in the center. The designs around the swastika are roed and
vhite. (Plate VII-50)

VII. NAZI PaRTY SERVICE BiDGES (NSDAP Dienstauszeichnungen)

Thesc badges were founded by Ititler in April 1939, and are a:»mrdad to
members who scrved the Party faithfully for at least 10 years. There are
three closses of this decoration:
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a) Class 1, in gold, for 25 years' survice
b2 Class 2, in silver, for 15 yuars' sorvice
¢, Class 3, in bronze, for 10 ysaurs' sorvice

The badge for all classes is in the shape of a cross, adorned between
the ams with rays. In the conter of the cross reposes the national insignia
vithin s round wreatih of osk leaves, The class 2 and 3 badges are vorn with a
ribbon, wiilc the class 1 moedal is worn pinned to theé breast without a ribbon.
The ribvon of the cluas 3 badge is brown with narrov stripes of white~brovwn-
white in the center «nd on both sides. The class 2 badge is suspended from a
narrower rivbon of blue with narrow stripes of white~blue-vhite on the sides,
The cross of the class 1 medal is white, edged with zold, while the roys and
the nationsl insignia are gold. The cross of the class 2 medal is blue, cdged
with silver, while the rays and national insignia arc silver. The class 3 badge
is bronze. (Plate VII-52-53-54.)

Holdurs of these distinctions iy in place of the medals wear a "iddniature
Ribbon of Honor", consisting of a broad center-stiripe of rud, with narrower stripes
ol white-gold-white-red on either side., Thu national insig:iia surrounded by a
wrcath of oak leaves is fastened to the center-stripe. (Plate VII-51)

VII. DISYRICT INSIGNIA OF HONOR CF THAE 1.zl PiRTY (Gau-ihrenzcichen der NSDAP)

The individual districts (Gauen) of the liazi Party may award badges of
lonor of their owvn to members who distinguish thassclves by loyalty to the Party
and vho diligently focter the Nazi ideology. These badges are also knowvn as
"Die Traditions-Gauabzeichen", (Plate VIII=55=56-57=50~59=60~61~62-63-64)
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E. MISCELLANEQUS DECORATICNS

I. MOTOR VeiICL: DRIVERS' B.DGE OF 1ZRIT (Kra.i‘tfahrbewﬁhmngsabzeichcn)

This award was instituted on 23 October 1942, as a token of r.cognition
for the war ssrvice of drivers of wotor vehicles who have given a particularly
good account of themselv.s. This badge is eligible to 2ll military rotor
vehicle drivers who have especially distinguished thaaselves' in driving vehicles
under difficult circumstances in certain thezters of war, and in caring faithfully
for the vehicles entrusted to them,

“he followin; prerequisites are necessary for the avard:

a) Service as a motor vehiclc driver in the fommer territories of.Jugo-
Slavia and Grecce, in Bulgaria and Runania, in the zone Bast of the
Russian 1940 boundrry, in Finlsnd, Norway (Horth of the artic circle),
in Lepplaxd, or in Africa.

b) The tripc must have beon executed und-r esjyecially difficult conditions,
0.2, uwnder firc, cspecially large distances covercd, severe weother
conditions, and bad road, sheltor and repair conditions.

The avard may be given to:

iotorcycle dispatch riders seeeeeccecsecse. 2fter 3¢ operational days
Drivers of combat vehicloS.seececesseeeeese " 120 " "
Drivers of motor vehicles of the

4Lransport SErviCOes.cscscecccccacessnsssse " 150 u "
Drivers of motor vehicles of the

L Of C tY00D8 ceeveveccessoerononacsnenes " 165 " "
Drivers of all other Services eecececccccss " &h " "

The awrrd may be recalled if subscquently the driver is guilty of nejiecting
his vehicle, of violating the spced limit, or of causing accidant through carelcess-
ness. It may also be awarded to civilian drivers subordinzated to the ‘chrmacht,
if they have met the above prerequisites.

The badge consists of a steering wheel set in & wreath of laurel, aand is
worn on the lower part of the left sleuve. It may be awarded in three grades:
bronze, silver and gold. (Plate IX-65)

IT. 3:RKSIANSEIP 4..RDS (Schfitzenauszeichnungen)

These insignia, awarded to menbers of the .rmy for proficiency in shooting,
consist of a braided cord of dull aluminum color and are worn Ffastened fron the
rigl'it shoulder-strep to the top-pocket button of the blouse of the purwde,
walking-out and guard uniform. A _light metal shicld is attached to thc shoulder
ond of the cord and at the lower end ccorns are added to indicatc the degrec
of tho avmrd. These avwards come in the feollowding 12 grades:
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Grades l-l: The shield is aluminum colored and bezrs two crossed
swords within a center-shield, the whole surrounded by a narrow oak-leaf
vreeth and crowned by the German eagle and swastika. Grade 1 is not adorned
with an acorn and is the lowest gracde. Grade 2 has one acorn, while grades
3 and 4 have two and three acorns, respectively. The acorns for all 4 grades
are 2luminum colored.

Gracdes 5-8: The shield for these gradus is alsc aluminum colored and
of the identical design; the oak-leaf wreath, however, is somewhat wider.
The acorns ar¢ also aluwminum colored, and are added in the same order, i.e.
srade 5 no acorn, grade 6 one acorn etc.

Grades 9-12: The shield is identical with that of zroup 5-8; its
color, however, is gold. .3 in the case of the two other groups, the addition
of an acom denotes a higher gradse award., The color of the acorns for this
group is gold.

Paersonnel of artillery units use ministure shells in place of the
acorns.

The rsplica of a tank replaces the crossed swords on the shield for
personnel of Panzer units.

The Air Force issues similar cords to its members for proficiency
in shooting. However, in place of the crossed swords and national insignia,
the centor-shield contuins the Air TForce cagle and swastika. The cord is grey-
blue silk decorated with silver for grades l-4, silver decorated with grey-blue
for grodes 5-0, and grey-blue decorated with gold for grades 9-12. The acorns
mateh tho color of the shield,

Ailr Force antiaircraft personnel use iniature shells in place of acorns.

(Plate IX=-56-67-66-69)

III. LONGEVITY ilDALS (Dienstauszeichnungen)

Hitler foundcd these longevity dccorations for the Armed Horces on
16 iureh 1936, These medals are tokens oi reverd for long and faith-
ful service. They may be worded in the following grades:

a; Closs 4 (loviest £rade) eeseeeseseeesss after 4 years' honorable service
b
c

CL}-SS 3 6 08 00 0O PO SO ODOEN OO OOON SN Oe O " 12 " n "
2 Cll:ssz ® OO0 009 00 P OOON S OSSO LO e O PN 0 " 18 " " u
(1) Chssl.Il......‘CC.'.."...l........ " 25 " " "
9, Gluss 1 with Ozlt LEAVOS seascccsccscss " 40 " " "

These longcvity decorations are worn on & cornflovier-blue ribben. The
class 3 and 4 badges are circular in shape, the former light bronze, and the
Latter dull-silver. On the face of both is found & raiscd Gemman ecgle vith
swastika and the inscription "Treus Dienste in der wehrmscht" (Fzithful
Services in the ehrmachtje The reverse bewrs,respectively the numersls "12¢
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or "4", surrounded by an oak-leaf wreath. | Thoe class 2 medal comes in the
.;°.~hape of a Maltese cross, is unpolished and has bevelled edges. Its color
is silver, and its conter-pisce bearg the national insignia, The class 1
medal is lorger than the latter, is of similar design and has a polished sur-~
face. Its color is gold. The reverse sides of these two decorations be.r
the numerals "18" and "25", respectively.

The cornflower-blue ribbon of the medal is awdorned with a minature
national insignia of the respective branch of the .irmed Forces. The color of
this national insignia matches that of the medal. These decorstions are worn
sugpended from the medsl bar on the left breast. They may wlso be vorn in the
shape of a bar of blue ribbon, on which is embossed the national insignis.
(Plate IX-70-71-72-73-74~75)

IV. SOCIAL SERVICL BaDGE (Xhrenzeichen ftr deutsche Volkspflege)

Founded on 1 lay 1939, this badge is avarded for services rendered in
the fiecld of social welfare, Red Cross work, life-saving, efforts on behslr of
the Winter Help Pund (l/interhilfswerk), care of the sick and vounded etc.

It supersedes the earlier deccration issucd by the German Red Cross. This
badge embraces four classes:

2) Social Service Badge lsi class (highest grade)
b§ " " " 2nd class
c) " " " 3rd class

d) Social Service Medal (icdaille)

In exceptional cases Ilitler mey avcrd the lst cliss ordsr with o star,
The ribbon for all classe¢s is rod, edged with vhite. The decoration is in the
form of « gilt-edged, whitec-enameled cross having the nationzl insignio in its
center, The class 1 badge has & diamoter of 52 mn, and is suspended frow the
nock on 65-mm wide ribbon. The class 2 badge is worn, without a ribbon, pinned
to tho breast. It has the same dinensions oz class 1. Class 3 badge has a
diameter of 40 mm and is worn on the left brecst from a 3C-mm wido ribbon. The
class 4 medal, knovm as "Medcille ffr deutsche Volkspflege" is round in chape
with a dismeter of 38 rn. Its face bours the imaze of the cross of the other
three classes, while on the roverse side is found the inscription "Fir deutsche
Volkspflegs”. Thig medal is vorn on a 30-wmm wide riobon of the same colors
from the left breast.

All classes of this decoration may be awardsd to civilians and soldicrs
alike, but not to soldiers wigse normal duties lie in one of the fields numed sbove,
Since March 1942, the 3rd snd 4th clasc badges may be swarded with swords to nun-
military male and female hospital personnel stutioned in the Hastern thestcr of
operations.
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As in the case of other decorations, the ribbon alone may be vorn
fostened to the medal bar or to the blouse. (Plate X-76-77-73)

Ve GoRLI! DIFINSE~.ALL 1EDLL (ueutsbhcs Schut zwall-Ehrenzeichen)

This badge was instituted en 2 Aujust 1939, eand is avarded to those who
cooperated in the erection of fortifications for the dcf.nse of Germany. Ths
face of this medal is adorned with a bunker within an owval wreath of ocak leaves;
above the bunker are a crossed spade and sword surmounted by the mitional erblem.
The rocverse side bears the inscription "Pr arbeit zum Schutze Deutschlands”,

The ribbon is brown in center with narrower stripes of white and brown on.both
sides. It moy be avarded to thosa members of the /Armed Forces snd male cnploy=-
ees and civilians subordinated *c it wo were, betwsen 15 June 1938 and 31 arch
1939, employed in the construction of, or werc stationed in thae defense of German
fortifications, ilerbars of the “r"lcd. Forces alrcady possessing the Sudeten or
ilemol Cormeoration «ed.lc ire not eligible to receive the Gernan Defunse-ijzll
ledal. (Plnte X-79-80)

VI. AIR-DEFNSE MEDAL (Luftschutz-Ehrenseichen)

Hitler founded this badge of houor on 3¢ January 1956 to reward services
rend.red i the field of air dofense of Germany. It is awarded in the following
two gradesy

a) 2nd grade (lowsr grade) eligible to those who since 30 January 1933
ove rendored special scrvices in the field of aerial defenge of
the Reich,

b) 1st grade awarded to those vho have made outstanding contributions
to the promotion of the air dsfense of Germany,.

The 2nd grade badge is round in shape and of & dull-silver color, Its
center bm.rs . ssastika within the circular insceription "Flr Verdienste im
Luftschutz", the whole surrounded vy a wreoth of oak leaves. The reverse shows
the nu.aer..is "1933", also within an oak-leaf wreath. The 1lst grade medal comes
in the shape of o g_,old—colorcd cross, in the center of which reposes a raised
swestika within the swme circular inscription.

The riboon for both medrls is identical: lilac in center with black-
whitce~-red steipes on both sidess This dscoration is worn on the left breast,
either from the buttonhole, or fro:m the medal bar, The recipients may be
soldiers, Wohrmacht officials, civilians or other workers, with at least four
yoars activity to their credit in the field of air definse. The tine limit-
ation does not apply to soldiers or civilians employed in air-defunge rescurch
during the war. (Plate X-31-82)
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VII. AWAQDS FOR LIFL-SAVING (Belohnung von Le tunfstatsn)

Peats of life-saving may be rowerded by thres separutec ewards, depending -
upon the dsgre¢ of risk incurred:

1. Life-Saving Nedal vith Ribbon (Rettuncsiedaille am Bande)

¢
]

This medzl is awarded for the succussiul s ing oi a life at cxtreme
rizk to the rescuer. It iz circular in shape, and its {fs.ce bewrs the inscription
"Fr Rettung ausz Gefahr" vithin wn oak-leaf vreuthe The reversec side is
embossed with the German cagle. It is worn on-the left dbreast suspended froam
& ribbon. (Plate X-83-CL)

2. Coumerorziion iiedal for Rescue fron Danger (Zrimerungamedaille
Mir Rettung aus Gefahr) >

The nedal, a lesser award ror 1if e-saving is conferr¢d upon those who
accomplished successful rescuez under less dungerous circunstinces, It is not
to be worn on the uniform or civilian clothing. (%o iliustration)

3« Public Citation (Offentliche Belobizung)

If the degrec of riak involved in the saving of & lif's ic not considemable,
the rescuer way be Lonored by a public citation, accomp:nied in some ciscs by
& monctary wward,

41l members of the _.rmed Forces, semi-militory and Party organizationus,
e well as civilians may be recipients or the above life-saving avr.rds,.

VIII. GERMAN BAGLE CRDER OF MERIT.(Verdisnstordaen Vo Deutochen Ad_'l.e_r)

This decoration was originally founded by Hitler on 1 May 1937 for the
exoress purpose of honoring distinguished forcign civil snd military peisonages
for services rendsred on behalf oi the Reich. the provigionc of the duater
vers sunended in pril 1979. Since that dote it may be avarded 1‘.7'.:‘511 i0 2E¢3
to iailitary persomnel of allied or Ifriendly nations viho di::tingui::ncd'tlwz':as@lvcs
on the battlefield., The decoration without sword is awurded for meritorious

P

sorvices in comnection with the wor ¢ffort, but not at the front.

The German Hagle Order of Merit embreces the following six grades:

a) Great Cross (Grosskreuz) (highest grade) \
b) Service of Merit Cross wvith Ster (Verdienstkrauz wit Stern)

c " i u n lst class
a u " n u 2nd class
e u " " " Srd claces

f) German Scrvice of Merit ledil (Deutsche Verdienstnedsillce)

1. The Great Crosze lhace a di:uncter of 6C i and is vorn in the cuater of &
N L - Y L0 18 T
10C - wide ribbon stretching frow: 1.6 right shoulder to the left hip. It
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is accoimpanied by an eight-pointed silver star of rays, having a diameter of
80 wm. In the center of the star reposes the 45-mm diaincter cross oif the Order.
This star ic worn pimed to the left breast.

2, 'ne Service of lierit Cross vith Star is identical with the lst class
cross, described belov. However, it is accompanied by & six-pointed silver
gtar of rays, having a diameter of 75 mm. «3 above, in the center of the star
reposes the 45-mm dismeter cross of the Urder, It too is worn on the left
breast.

3. The Service of lerit Cross lst class has » Giumeter of 50 mm, and it
is worn suspendsd from the neck by a 45-mm wide ribbon.

L. The Service of ilorit Cross 2nd cluss is of the same diumeter as that
of the 2nd cluse cross, but is wora without a ribbon pinned to the breast.

H5e The Service of lierit Cross 3rd class has a dieneter of 45 mm, and is
worn suspsnded from the bruast ou a 40-um wide ribbon.

6. hs Service of llerit tiwdal is a round silver wedel with a 38-nm
diameter. Its fuce beurs the cross of the Order, while on the reverse is
found the inscription "Deutsche Verdienstmedaille", It is worn suspended
fron the br:oast on 37-ni wide ribbon.

The ribbon for all classes of the Order is identical: red in conter with
narrov vhite~black-=vhitc stripes on both sider. (Plate XI-G5=90)

IX. CROSS OF FOHOR OF THE wORLD WAR (Bhronkreuz des ieltkricges)

Founded by llitler on 13 July 1934, this commexoration medal has been
awarded to all those vho participated in the ijorld .ar., There are three types
of this decorution:

a} "Frontkdmpforkreuz' for those who fought in the front lines
b; "Kric.steilnshaerkreuz" for thoso who scrved obshind the front
cs "Kriegshinterbliebenenkreuz' for the next of kin of the fallan

A1l thrcee arc of the same design, i.e. in the shape of & cross with a
circular oak-leafl wrecath in the center, within which is found the inscription
"1914~1918", The "Frontkfmpferkreuz" is adorned with two crossed swords,
A1l three cross¢s are worn suspended from a ribbon on the left breast. The
ribbon for the "Frontk#mpferkreuz" and the "Xriegsteilnehmerkreuz" is red in
center with stripes of bluck-white~black on both sidss. ‘That of the
"Krigegshinterbliebenenkreuz” is red in center with stripes of white-black-
white on eithcr side, The color of the first two is bronze, while that of
third is black., (Plate XI-91-92)
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L. SPORTS BADGES OF HOKOR (Sportehrenzeichen)

There are a great number ol insignia of distinction that may dbe awarded

for exccllence in the fisld of sports. Some of the best—known of thesep are
listed below.

1. Si-ifilitary Badge (Si-iichrabzsichen)

It wes formerly culled the "Si-Sportabzeichen" (&i-Sports iedsl).
This sports badge is awarded to menburs of the Si (Sturmabteilung) for accomp-
lichments in sports. It way be avarded in bronze, silver, or gold.

The badge in bronze is awarled to those w:o hayve passed the prescribed
proficiency tests. Thc silver badge is eligible to those vho successfully
passed the rufresher tests, after possessing the badze in bronze for at lenct
five years, and who have reached the age of 35, The badge in gold is awurded
to those wlwo have succéssfully passed the prescribed refresher tests after
possessing the silver badge for at least six yoars, and who have rcached the
age of 4O.

The Sa-Military Badge comes in the shape of a wide wreath of ock leavaes
within vhich ruposes a lurge swastika. A svord pointing upwards is supcrimposed
through the center, It is vornm without a ribbon pimned to the left breasi,
(Plate XII-93)

2, German Reich Sports Badge (Deutsches Reichssportabzeichen)

This badge is also referred to s "D:utsches Ruichauszeichnung ftir
Leibastbungen". It zay be awarded in bronze (lowest gsrade), silver, and
gold, The grade of the avmrd depends upon the excellence atiained. This
badge is in the shape of an oval ocak=leai wreath with a bow &t the lower end.
Within are inscribed the letters "DRL" (Deutscher Reichsbund f@r Leibestibungen).
This budge is also worn without a ribbon on tiie laft sids of tha blousc.
(Plate XII-9%4)

5. German Olympia avards . (Ceutsche Olympiz-auszeichuungen)

On the occasion of the I{ Clympiade at Berlin in 1936, Hitler founded
the German Olympia Badgze of Honor (Deutsches Olympia ihrenzeichen),  This
decoration is averded in two classes. Tha class 1 decoration is gold, and is
worn sugspended frow: the neck by a broad ribbon, The class 2 badge is silver
and is worn on a narrower ribbon of the same colors suspunded frorm the left

breast. (Plate XI1-97)

In addition therc is the Geman Olympia Coimeroration iedal (Doutsche
Olympia-frimmerungsmedaille). .The face of this medal carries the replica
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of the Geimon Olympia Badge of loror, while on the r.verse is found the

inscription "Pur, verdienstvolle iitarbeit bei den Clympischen Spielen 1936".
(Plate XII-95-96)

k. Gemmen Jotor Sports Budge (Deutsches lotorsportabzeichen)

This buwige is also known as the "NSKK-Sportsbzcichen". It wgs founded
by Hitler in February 1938 and is eligible to maibers of the IISKK and the DK
(Deutsches Krartfahrkorps) for accomplishrrents in tae ficld of sports. 1t
congists of & large swactika enclosed within a round wreath of oak leaves.

4 large Gurman eagle clutching & motor car tyre is superinposed on the
swastika., (Plate XII-93)

Gtiher wiell-knovn sports budges are:

Germaon Horseran's Badge (Deutsches Reiterabzeichen) (Plate ZII-99)

Hitler=Youth Proficiency Badge (HJ-Leistungsebzeichen) (Plote XIII-100)

Germsn-Youth Proficiency Beége (DJ-Leistunysabezeichen) (Plate XIII-101)

Hitler=Youth Lecder Sperts Bedgc (IlJ-Phrersportsabzeichen) (Plate XIII-102)

German~Girls-Socicty Proficiancy Badge (BDi-Leistungsabzeichen)
(Plate XIII-105}

Uitlsr-Youth Badge for Sharpshooters (ilJ-3chisssauszeichnung fir
Scharfschtttzen (Plaute NXIII-104.;

Iitler-Youth Budge for Ritlenen (IlJ-Schiessaus:teichnung flr Schtitzen)
(Plate XIII-105)

The sports badges listed below are less prominent and are not illus-
trated, Mhe original Gorianm desijzwetions cre given only.

Reichsjugendsoortabzeichen

Jungilicgersoortabzeiciien

beutosches Folirerabzoeichen

Deutsches Jugendrcitcbzsichen

Only two sportc medzls nuy be worn at one tine,
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XI. REICE LABOR SERVICE BADGES OF MERIT (RAD~Dienstauszeichnungen)

. These badges are issucd to members of the Reich Labor Service (Ruicha-
arbeitsdienst) in recognition of ysars of hororable service. They are issued
in the following four grades:

a) lat class, in gold, for 25 years'! service

bg 2nd class, in silver, for 18 years' service
¢) 3rd class, in silver, for 12 yeurs' scrvice
d} 4th class, in bronze, Zor 4 years! service

A1l classes are of the sume oval design. On the face is shovn the special
insignia of the RaD, while on the reverse is found the inscription "Flir treue
Dienste im Reichsarbeitsdienst ., Femwle members are also oligible to re-
ceive these badges. However, a lirge swastika replaces the spade on the face
of the wedal. (Plate XII1-106-107-106)

In addition, there is the Labor Service Badge of Honor of 1932
(#hrenzeichen der AngehBrigen des NSiD von 1932) issued to the original mem—
bers of the 1iSaD (Nazi Labor Service) in 1932, the predecessor of the present
RaD. (Platv XIV-109)

XII. POLICE SERVICE B..DGES OF iZRIT (Polizei-Dienstauszeichnungen)

These badges arc averded to members of the police for long and
honorable service. They are issued in the following three grades:

a} lst class, in ;.1d, for 25 ycars' service
b) 2nd class, in .ilver, for 10 ysurs' service
c) 3rd class, in silver, for § years' service

The lst snd 2nd class badges are in the design of a cross, in the center
of whiéh is superimposed the police insignia (the nationul insignia within an
oval wreath of loak leaves); wac reverse bwars the inscription "Fiir treue
Dienste in der Polizei". The >rd class badge is a circular medal, nhaving ’Fhe
police insignia erbos:ed on its f-~e, vhile the inscription on the reverse is
identical. (Plate XIV-110-111-11%Z,

XIIT. CUSTOLL SERVICE BaDGE OF HONOR (Zollgrenschutz-ihrenzeichen)

This decoration is awarded to personnel of the border customs service
(Reichszollgrenzschutzdienst). It was founded I?y Hitler in February 1939,
This badge, avarded for faithful service, comss in the cha,e of o cross,
in the center of vwhich is superinposged the emblen of the cusioms service:
the national insignia surrounded by an oak-lcaf wreath th&t‘s.open a1': ’Fhe
top. It is worn suspended from a ribbon vhich is adomed with a winiature
insignia of the service. (Plate XIV-113)
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XIV. FIKEMFIT'S BADGI OF HONOR (Foucrwehr-Ehrenzeichen)

The Fireman's Badge of Honor, swarded to firumen for long and honorable
serviceo, was founded by Hitler in Jamuary 1938, 1It/is isgued in the following
two grades: a) lst class, in gold, b) 2nd class, in silver.

The badge is in the form of a crose with flame designs adorning 21l four amms.
A sviasvika reposes in the center of tho cross. The circular inscription on
the face of the badge rcads: "Plr Verdienste im FeuerlBcchwesen". (Plate XIV-11,)

XV, KINERS' JaDGE OF HONOR (Grubenwehr-Ehrenzeichen)

Founded simultaneously with the Firemen's Badge of Honor (above), this
avard is givin to miners for long and faithful service. It is & round silver
medal., Its face is adorned with two crossed short-handled picks, upon which
is superiuposed the national insignia. On the roverse zide is found the
inscription "Fr Verdienstoc im Crubenwegen' within an oak-leaf vireath.

(Plate XIV-115-116)

XVI. FATIFUL SERVICE MEDALS (Treudienst-Threnzeichen)

Founded b; Hitler in January 19335, these medals are awarded {or long
yeers of faithful service to civilians in the employ of the publiic services,
and in some cases, in private industry., =ligible are: officials, employecs
and laborers, who have co:loted 25 or 40 years! of faithful service.
Erployses of private concerns are also eligible after 50 years' servica.

Tho 2nd cless badge is zwerded after 25 years! service, wnile 40 years®
service is required for the lat clucs badge. Employees of private concerns
will receive & special classg of this medal after 50 ysurs' of service.

The Faithful Service liedal comes in the form of a cross that has in
its center a swastika surrounded by a large wreath of oak-laesves., The
special class of this badge has the numerales "5C" superimposed at the top.
On the reverse of the badges is found the ingcription "Flir treue Dicnste".
The color of tho 2nd cliss wedal is silver, while that of the first clacs is
golde A1l classes are vorn on the left breast suspended from &« cornflower-
blus ribbon. (Plate XV-117-118-119) ‘

XVII. GERLAN JL.I IO L PRIZE FCR .LRT LAND SCIEICE (Deutscher National-
preis Iir Kunst und Jiissenscluft)

Tiis elaborate decoration was founded cn 30 Janmuary 1937 &5 a Germsn
nztional medsl of honor for the reward of accomplishments in the fiecld of
art and science. It is known as the German "“Nobel Prize". The decoration
may be awarded with a star, to be worn on the brsast, or with a shoulder-
riboon and rosette (Schulterband mit Rosaette). This ribbon has a broad center
stripe, edged with narrow stripes of white and red. (Plate XV-120~121-122)

XVIII, DR. FRECZ TODT PRIZE (Dr. Fritz-Todt-Preis)

This decoration was founded in honor of the late Dr. Fritz Todt. It is
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aw:u.'d?d for accomplighuents in the f£ield of research in chemistry, biology,
medicine, technical improvenments of manufacturing processes, improvenents

of weupons etce The order has several classes, including the Honor-Pin
(thrennadel). (Plate Xv-123)

XIX. GERMAIT MOTIDIRS' CROS3 OF HONOR (Ehrenkreuz der deutschen iutter)

hitler foundsd this medal late in 1938 to honor mwothers who bore four
or nors cinildrun. It was distributed for the {irst time on "ipthers' Day"
21 lay 1939, It may be avarded in the following three grades:

o) Grade 3, in bronze, (lowest grade) for o thers of L4 or 5 children
b) Grade 2, in silver, for mothers of 6 or 7 children
c) Grade 3, in gold, for rothers of & or more children

The decoration is in the shape of a Christian cross ecibossed in center

with a swastika and adorned between tig arms by rays. It is worn suspended
from the neck by a narrow ribvon. (Plate XV-124)
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Fo LMEDALS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST

I. LZDALS OF THE PRE-VWORLD (AR ..ND WORLD iR PLRIOD

1. Blticher Star (3ltcherstern)

This decoration, a special fom of the Iron Cross, was also founded in
1813. It vas wwarded with the Great Cross of the Iron Cross. This hishest
of decorations consists of a star of golden rays, in the center of which re-
poses the Iron Cross. The year "1813" or "1914", respectively, is inscribed
at the bottom of tho cross. Since its foundation, it has beun swerded only
twice. Prince 3lficher received it firat in 1015 for his victory at 3slle-
alliance. Its seocond holder is rielduarshal von ilindenturg for his accomp-~
lishuents during the jorld wer. It is worn without & riboon fostened to the
breast. (Plate XVI-125)

2. Pour le lerite

This decoration is older thun the Iron Cross, having “sen instituted
in 1740 by Frederick the Great. Originally it was eligible not only to
soldicrs for bravery on tho battlefield, but 2lco to statesmen, scientists,
etce for accomplishnments not connected with war. In Junuary 1810, King rried-
rich wilhelm dsecrecd that the award of this decoration be confined to soldiers
only for acts of extrsordinary bravery on the battlefield, 0Only officers were
cligible to receive it. There are four grades of this decoration:

a) Pour Ls lMerite (lowest grade)
b)) Pour Le *erite with Oak lczves
¢) Great Cross

d) Great Crosc with Oax Leaves

The Pour Le Merite (lowest grade) is worn fistened to the breast without
a riboon. The Pour Le Merite with Oak Leaves is suspended from the neck by a
broad vhite-black-white ribbon having very narrow edges. ‘The other two Zrades
are also suspended from the neck, and are accoupanied by a four-pointed Golden
Star, vorn on the breast. The possession of a lower grade of the order was
proreguisite to the award of the next higher grade, The Great Cross and Star
werce not avarded during the war of 1914-18, However, the awards of the first
two grades of the order totclled 687, including 75 to.iir Force porsonnel aud
52 to U-boat captains. (Plate XVI-126-127)

%« House Order of Hohenzollern (Ha.usordan von I—Iohonzollonl)

This decoration was founded by King Friedrich Wilhelm IV of Prussis in
the year of 1851, It is designed in the shape of a ihltese crosc with a conter-
piece containing the Prussian eagle, around which is found the circular inscrip-
ticn "vom Fels zun Meer"., The cross is topped by a larze crown. The ribuon
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is vhite with three verticol black stripes. The order hes four classes and
the swards were made with or without swords. It has seldo.: beun awnrded in
peacetinme.  During the lorld #ar it wms bestowed ror repeated acts or valor
in face of the cnemy to those alruady possessed the Iron Cross 1lst clssse
Th¢ aumber of wwards in this var totalled 8291. (Plate Xv1-128}

k. Order of the Crown (Kronunorden)

This is .lso a Prussian order and was founded in 1861 Ly King Wilnelm I.
in comerorstion of his coronation. The decoration is in the chape of a cross
with the Prussian crown in center. It has four classes and may be avarded
with swords. The ribovon of thc order is cornflower-blue. (Plate XVI-129)

5. Order of the Red iagle (Roter ..dler Orden)

another distinguished Prussian order, founded in 1705. It is in the
shape of an eight-pointed cross having a r«d eagle in its center. The order
has four classes. The color of the cross for the first three classcs is gold,
while that of the fourth cluss is cilver, ‘"here is ulso 2 Grest Jroes which
is acconpanisd by an eight-pointed brvast-stsrs This decoration has also neen
avarded with swrds for deeds oi wvolor agsinst tho cnemy. (Plate .VI-130)

6. .ilitary Service of ilerit Cross (iilitArverdienstkreuz)

This is anosher well-knovn Prussian decorations It coues in tihe form
of cross, and in its center cre found the letters "VWR"™ surmounted by the
Prucsian crovme. 1750 of these crosues have been distributed during the orld
war Tor bravery at the front. (Plate XVI-131)

7. Red Cross iedzl (Rote-Xreuz-ifedsille)

Foundced by #ilhelm II in 1398 os a Prussian medal of honor for men and
viomen who werc especially active on bchalf of the Red Crosse It wos avarded
in three clzsses: bronze, silver, wnd gold. The shaps of the imedal is circular,
end its face shows the red cross its arms surmounticd by crowns. 5etveen the
aras are found the letters "WRAV" (wilhelm Rex iuguste Viktoria;. The two
lower classes are worn from the button hole on & red ribbon, having vlack-white
edges, while the first class medal is worn fastenaed to the bresst. In 1918
this medal wms superseded by the "German Red Cross" (Deutsches Rotes Krouz),
This is a white crogss with gilt edzes. In the center of this cross reposes
the red cross, surrounded 2y the circulur inscription “veutsches Rotus Kreuz”,
7he ribbon is red with whitc edges. This ducoration has now bgen replaced by
the "Social Service badge" (Whrenzeichcn fir deutsche Volkspflege) (see page 23
(Plate XVI-132)
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8. Crosg of Merit for .id in the War uffort (Verdienstkreuz fir
Kriegshilfe)

- This Prussian badge is also referred to as the "Preussisches lilfs-
dienstkrewz", The decoration is considcred as the Iron Cross of ti:e home front,
and wvas awarded during the world War to men and women who distinguished them-
selves by their war offorts at home. It is an eight-pointed cross with a
circular center-piece showing the inscription “\.R" sunnounted by the Prussian
crowits It is worn on a rivoon of six stripes of black and white. (Plate .VI-133)

II. DECOR-TIONS OF TH: BuLPIC AND SILESIAN CAMPAIGS OF 1919/20

Of the many decorations created in these campaigns, only three received
official sanction of the Reich goveriment and only these wre permitted o be
worIn,

1. Baltic Cross (Bsltenkreuz)

This cross was founded in the spring of 1919 in recognition of the brovery
displayed by members of the "Freikorps" volunteera fighting agsinst the "bolsheviks"
in the Baltic campaign of 1919-20. This decoration was issued in ons class only
and is viorn suspended from the breast on a blue-vhite ribLon, or the ribbon alone
may be vorn. 20,000 of these crosses werc distributed to officers and men who
were under arms before 1 July 1919, and who served at lcast 3 months in a German
formeticn fighting the "bolsheviks" in the Baltic statcus. (Platc XVII-134,

2, Silaesian 3odge of lerit (Schlesisches Bewdhrungsabzeichen)

This badge is gcnerally rcf-rred to as the "Silesian Bagle" (Schlesischer
Adler), - It vas founded to commenorate participetion in the batwlus of the
uprising in Upper Silesia in 1919-20. The badge vas issued in two classes,

A ninim: of 3 months! of combat activity was required for the averd of the 2nd
clcss badge, whilc 6 months' participation in the battles wes necess.ry for the
avard of the lst class badge. The 2nd class badge is worn on a yellow-white
riboon, while the lst class badge is worn fastened to the breast without a riboon.
(Plate XVII-135-136)

3. Roland of Bremen (Bremer Roland)

150 reforred to as the "Iron Roland" (Ziserner Roland), this hadge
received official rccognition of the Reich governmaent in 1936, It was foundced
in 1919 by the mayor of the city of Bremen and avarded in the name of the city
to nmembers of tho Gerstenberg Division who "liberated the city from the red yoke".
It is in the fom of an ovexl badge of black iron and portrzys the historic statue
of Rolond ot the city hall of 3remen. The circular inscription reads: "rFreiheit
ich will Zuch offemberea”. (No illustration awailable)
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III. IDIDIVIDUAL STATE DICCRATIONS

In addition to the Prussian Stote decorctions which during the var of
191~18 were for the first time .warded to others than Prussians, the other
Stietes and Free Cities comprising the Heich issued a great vericty of badges
for wlor and service. Those listed below were officially racognized by the
Bsich Government znd are permitted to be worn. They are froquently scen on
{the dress uniforms of the prusent-day Germon soldiers.

l. PRUSSIA

The most prominent of Prussian State medals have already bean discussed
above (F-I-1-8, pages 32-34). llention must also be made of the following:

a) Cantennial Medal (Centenarmedaille) (Plate XVIL-137)
b) Prussian lilitary Service Badges (Preussische Diensw.uszcic}nnmgmn)

These military service badges are issued in three classes, The cluss 1 badge

is in the fom of a cross with the crotm of Prussia in its cenire, The reverse
bears the Roman numerals "XV, denoting fifteen years' service. the class 2

and 3 badges are circular in shape with the Prussian crown in the center surroundad
by the inscription "Treu Dienste bei der Fahne". The reverse bears the Raman
numerals "EII® or "IX", rcspectively. (Plate XVII-138-141)

¢) Prussian lilitia Budge (Preussische Landwehrauszaeicimmg) (Plate XVII-1i42)

2. SaXONY

a) lilitary Order of St. Heinrich (11113 t4r-St. -Heinrichs-Orden)
(Plate XVIIL-L:3&L45)

b) Commsnder's Cross (Kormandeurkreuz) (Plate XVIII-1hk)

c¢) Friedrich iupust Medal (Priedrich-iugust-tedaille) (Plate XVIII-146)

d) Bravery Mesdal of Saxony (sSichsische mapferkeitsmednille)
{Tot illustrated)

3. BAVARIA

a) Military Order lax Joseph (Militlx-kax-Joseph-Orden)
TPlate XVIII~147)

b) Military Medical Order (Militdr—Sanitdts-Orden)
TBlate XVIII-148)

c) Bravery Medal in Gold and Silver (Gc\aldcne umd Silberne Tapfer-
Teitsmedailie. (Plate XVIII-149-150)
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d) Military Service Badges (Bayerischc Dienstauszeichnungen)
(Plate XVIII-151-XIX-152)

4o BROTIMEERG

a) Military Service of Merit Cross (Militdr-Verdiemnstkreuz)
(Plate XIX-153)

b) Military Service of Merit ifedal in Gold (Goldene Militir-
Verdienstredaillo) (Plate XIX-154)

c) Military Service Bzéges (Wirttembergische Dienstauszeichnungen)

Iszued in three classes. The class 1 badge comes in the shape of a
cross with a center oak-=leaf contuining the crown of ‘MUrttemberg.

The reverse has the Roman numcral "XV", indicating 15 years' service.
The class 2 and 3 badges are identical in Jdgsign: circular redals with
the crovm in center surrounded by an oak-lecaf wreath. The ruverse
sides Dbear the Roman numerals "XII" or "IX", respectively.

(Plate XIX =-- 155-156=157-158)

5. DaDiN

s
E

Iilitary Order of llerit Karl Friedrich (Jiilitdr-Kerl-Friedrich-
Verdienstorden) (Platve XIX-159)

b) Scervice of Merit Medal (Badische Verdienstmedaille)
(Plate XIX-160)

c) iilitary Service Badges (Badische Dienstauszeichnungen)
(Plate XX~-161-162-163-164)

6. OTHERS

a) Hessen oravery Medal (Hessische Tapferkeitsmedaille)
(Plate XX-165)

b) liecklenburg-Schwerin Service of Merit Cross (Mecklenburg-
Schwerin-Verdienstkreuz) (Plate XX-166)

c) Lippe-Detmold Service of Merit Cross (Lippe-Detmold=-
Verdienstkreuz} (Plate XX-167)

d) Brauncchweig Service of llerit Cross (Braunschweigischos-
Verdicnstkreuz) (Plate XX~-163)
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¢, Oldenburg Friedrich August Cross (0ldenburger-Frisdrich-iugust-
Krouz) (Plate XX-169)

f) Sachsen-Anhalt Service of Merit Cross (Swzchsen-inhalt-Verdienst-
Kreuz) (Plate YX-170)

g) Hazburg Ilansa Cross (Hamburger-Hanseaten-Krcuz) (Plate XXI-171)

h) Bremen Hansa Cross (Bremer-Hanseaten-Kreuz) (Plate X(I-172)

i) Ii#tbeck Hansa Cross (ILibecker-Hanseaten-Kreuz) (Plate XXI-173)

The Hamburg, Bremen, and Liibeck Hansa Crosses were founded in 1915
by the senates of the three Ionsz cities, and vwere avarded to officers and
enlisted men alike for meritorious wer service. They aro in the shape of
a cross of red color with silver edges. The circular center-piece cncloses
the emblem of the respcctive city. They arc vorn on the left breast sus-
ponded by a ribbon. The Bremen ribbon has eight red-white stiripes; the
Hamburg ribbon is red-white-re¢d, while the Ilbeck ribLon is red-vhite.

7+ AUSTRIA

&) Military Crder Miria Theresia (ilit#r-larien~Theresien-Orden)

This order was founded in 1757, and is the equivalent of the Prussisn
"Pour-Le-blerite”. It was awarded very sparingly and only officers wers
@ligible. It is an sight-pointed white cross with the circulur inscription
in its center reading "Fortitudini"., The order embraces three classes.
All cligses are worn on a red-vhite-red ribbon. (Plate XXI-174)

b) Bravery Medal (Tapferkeitsmedaille) (Plate XXI-175)

c) Commemoration Medal (Zrinnerungsmedaille) (Plate XXI-176)

d) Militery Service of Merit Cross (3#ilitir-Verdienst-Kreuz)
Plate XXI-177)

e) austrian jjound Badge (Oesterreichisches- Varwundetenabzeichen)
(Plate XI-170)

£) "Karl" Military Service of ilerit Medal ("Karl®-iiilitér-
Verdienst-licdaille) (Plate XXI-179)

2) Franz Joseph Bravery ladal l(}:‘ranz-«Toseph-Tapfer}:eits-
7041116 ) EPlate— XXII-160)
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h) Karl Bravery ifedal (Karl-Tapferkeitsmedaille) (Plate XXII-181)

i) Franz Joseph Service of ilerit Cross (Franz—J‘oseph-lEilit&r—
Verdienstkreuz) (Plate XXII-152)

j) Karl Troop-Cross (Karl-Truppen-Kreuz) (Plate XXII-183)

8. INATICNS ALLIED TO GERIZuy IV 1914-18

a) Hungarian Commeroration Medal (Ungarische Erinnerungsmedaille)
(Plate XXTI-184)

b) Bulgarian Cormemoration lisdal (Bulgarische Erinnerungsmedaille)
(Plate XX1I-185)

cj Turkish Half-Moon (Trkischer Halbmond) (Plate XXII-186)
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Ge SPECIAL AIR FORCE DECORATIONS

In addition to the decorations, listed above, available to the
porsonnel of all three services, there are a number of badges of honor that
are reserved exclusively for members of the Gurman iir Force. The most
prominent of thess are listed and described below. Illusirations are
furnighed, vherever available,

I. VAR-FLIGTS BAR GROUP OF Di.COR:TIONS (Fron’cflug-Spangan)

These are slongated metal badges awarded to flying persomnel of
fighter, bomber, reconnaissance and transpori aireraft for successful

Tlights against the snemy. They may be granted in the following three
grades:
&, In bronze (lowest grade), for 20 or mors flights
b) In silver, for 60 or more flights
c) In gold, for 110 or more flights

All flights must have been undertaken sgaingt the eneny, and
at least 30 kilometers behind the cnemy lines. The lower grade bar is
discarded upon the rcceipt of the next higher grade. Thosa bars are worn
above the left breast-pocket.

The wvwrious for:s of War-rlights Bars are presentcd nelow.

1. ¥ar-Flights Bar for Fighter Personnel (Frontflugspenge flir Jiger)

Founded by G8ring on 30 Jamuary 1941, this bar is awarded to
personnel of fighter, intercepter and pursuit aircraft, It consists of
a massive metal oak-lcaf bar, containing in center a laurel vreath within
which reposes a barbed arrow {laniked on wach side by a wing; venoath the
arrow is & gwastika., The arrow remxins silver in all three grades.
(Plate XIII-187)

2, Jar-Flichts Bar for Bomber Personnel (Frontflugspange fir
Kampfflieger)

Founded at the same time, this bar may be awarded to personnel of
bomber and dive-bomber aircraft. t is identical in design with the bar
for figher personnel, excepting that its center holds the ruplica of a bomb
in place of th¢ arrow, this bomb points down and his a tail and wings
attached; underneath the bomb is a swastike. 4As in the case of the bar for
fighters, the bowb in center remains silver in all three gradeés,

(Plate XXIII-188)
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3¢ War-Flights Bar for Eecomnaissance Personnel (Frontflugspange
fir sufklirer)

This bar was also instituted on 30 January 1941 as a token of
distinction for personnel of reconnaissance, air-sea rescue and meteor-
ological aircraft. It is, too, a massive oak~leaf bar, similar in design
to the other two. However, il contains in center the head of an eagle,
with a swastika inmedistely bencath it. This eagle-head remains in sile
ver in all three grades. (Plate XXIII-189)

4. War-Flights Bar tor Transport Parsonnel (Frontflugspange flr
Transportilieger;

This bar wus inauguruted by Gbrir:z on 19 November 1941, and is
awarded to personmnel of transvort and troop-currying transport aircraft.
It iz similar in design to the others, but contains in its center the Ger-
man iir Force eagle graaping a swastiks by its talons. The easgle and
gwvastika romain silver in all three grades. (Plate XXI1I-190)

5. War-Flights Bar for Night-Fighter Porsonnel (Fronitflugspange
fr Nachijiger)

Ther¢ is a special war-Flights 3ar for Night-Fighter Personnel,
awarded under the identicael conditions as the badge for fighter person-
nel, It is of the same pattern, excepting that the laurel wrcath gsur-
rounding the centor-piece is black-lacquered. The arrow opcints up in
the night fighter badge, and down in the bar for long-diatance night-
fighter personnel (Fernnachtjliger).(ilo illustration presented)

In the case of all of the above bars, flights of over four hours
duraztion count a8 two flights. all bars have the following identical
dimensions:

Overall-lcigth Of DAY seeevescscceccocccsccsee 75 mm
Disueter of laurel Wredth......eceeeeeosecseces 25 mm
Grectest width of ocak-leaf branchoS eeeeececess 15 mm

6. Pendsnt to Var-Flights Bars in Gold (anhingur zur goldenen
Front{lugspange ;

GBring created this high Luftviaffe dccoration on 26 June 1942
in recoziition of espucially distinguished feats in connection with
flights against the enany. It may be aviarded to:

a) Persomol of fighter and
transport aircraft ceceevcaceenee... for more than 500 flights

b) Personnel of dive-bomber, pursuit
and intercepier aircrafie........... for morec than 400 flights

RESTRICTED



.

c) Personnel of bomber, sea~air rescue
and meterologiczl aircraft eeeeeseco.. for more thun 300 flignts

d) Personnel of rsconnaisssnce and
night-fighter airersft soceieveeeve... for more than 250 ilights

The pendant consists of & 12-mm center-star, adorned on both sides
with three laurel leaves, The greatest width of the laurel laoves iz O 1,
while the overall-length of the pendant iz zbout 35 ma.  This pendant may
only be awarded to the possessors of one of the War-p'lights Bure in Gold.
It is suspended from the bottom of the Waer-Flights Bar in Gold.
(Plate XXIII-191)

IT. GROUND-COMBAT BADGE OF THE AIR FORCE (Zrdkampfabzeichen der
Luftwaffe)

This badge wvas founded by Gbring on 31 March 1542. .11 membsrs of
the Luftvaffe who distinguished themselves in grow:d combats are eligible,
It is awarded to individualsonly for participation in the for.most lines
of ground-conbat operations on at lsast threc different diys. Combat oper-
ations are defined as storm-asssults (Sturmangriffe), snd close-combat fight-
ing by eitiwr infantry or artillery weapons. Counter attscks and reconnais-
sance in force are —considered storm-assaults, provided they lexd to close-
combat. Persomnel of heavy infantry-weapons and artillery weapons are cli-
gible, if thwey support the attacking ground troops, and thareby nake the pe-
netration possible, Combat against aerial targets do not entitle the members
of the Luftvaffe ground troops to this decoration. The Air Force intiair-
craft Badge (ses below; has been created for this purpose. . The mare presence
in succeogsful ground-combat operations does not earn for a Luftwaffe soldier
the Ground-Combat Badge. He must participate directly in s storm~amsault or
nand-to-hsnd combat. Commanding officors oi units will not be inveated with
this medal by the mere display of excellence in troop-leade¢rship.  [hey must
2lso fulfill the prerequisites prescribed for others.

The badge is in the shape of an oval oak-lexr wreath, within which is
portrayed a flash of lightning descending from dark clouds and striking the
gromd below. The Luftwaffe eagle clutching a svistika appears at the top
of the wreath wmnongst the clouds. The color of the eagle,swastika and
wreath is bright-silver, while the clouds, the flash of lightning and the:
mound sre finished in dull-silver. The bzdge as oificially issued is of
metal, Eowever, the recipients &y procure then in embrgidexy, at-their
own expense; officers in embroidery of metal threads, c‘mlls‘_ced men in em-
broidery of wool yarm. The badge has the following d:.:.mensmns: vidth cnd
length of ovel vwresth 42 mn and 55 mm, respectively; wing-spread of eagle L0 nm.
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It may also be wormn in a miniature form, In all foms, it is worn on the
loft breast. (Plate XXIII-192)

III. SALVER OF HOMOR FOR DISTINGUISHED COXBAT ACCOMPLISIMENTS
(Xhrenschale fir hervorragende Kampfleistungen)

Founded by GBring on 15 June 1942, this high decoration may be avard-
ed to thosu members oi the Luftwaffe ground troops who have especiully dig=
tinguished themselvés by the display of extraordinary bravery, which feats,
however, would not entitle them to the German Crose in Gold. Thoss roec-
cormended for this honor must alrcady possess the Iron Cross lat class and
the Ground~Combat Badge of the Air Force. Up to the present, several
oificers and enlisted men of purachute and entiaircraft units have received
this badgee The names of thoge invested with this decor.tion are entered
in the "Honor List of the iir Morce" (Zhrenliste der ILuftwaffes).

The decoration comes in the shape of a shallow plute, whose rim is
erbellished with alternating oak and laurel leaves; the deprezsed base of
t..¢ salver shows the German eagle clutching by its talons two crossed can-
non and a swastika. Around the bottom of the base eppears the inscription
"In snerkennung hervorragender Kampfleistungen"; the n.me and rank of the
recipient, with the date of the award velow it, sre inscribed at the top of
the base. (Plate XXIII-193)

IV. AIR PORCE ANTIAIRCRAFT BAIDGE (Kampfebzeichen der Flakartillerie)

This badge, also referred to as the "Flak-Kumpfabzeichen", was founded
by G8ring on 10 January 1941. It consists of an 8G-mm antiaircraft gun vith
the barrcl pointing upwards, surroundcd by an oval wrcath of oak lesaves and
crovned by the Air Force eagle and swsstika. The wreath is 55-mm high and 45~
mwide, with the wing-spread of the eagle approximately 40 mm.

This badge may be awarded to officers and enlisted men of the Air Force
antiaircraft artillery for outstanding decds in combat. Individuals, as well
ag crews of sntisircraft guns arec eligible under the following conditions:

a) For shooting down of e¢nemy sircraft. Crews of heavy and light
antiaircraft tatteries (troops) become oligible after having
participated in five successful combals against hostile aircraft.
Serving crews of antiaircraft searchlight batt.ries (troops) and
scctions also become eligible after they have directly participated
in the spotting of an enemy aircraft on five daifferaent occasions and
have caused these planes to be ghot dovn by antisaircraft srtillery
or night-fighters.
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b, For having taken purt in tlres different engagements ugainst
ground or sea~-targets wider difficult circumstsnces, such as
the destruction of tunlis, bunkers, ghips, otc.

¢) For exceptionidlly outstinding deeds by individuals or crews,

the badge may be avarded regurdless of t.¢ number of combatse

bxaiaple: The crew of o heavy sntiaircraft battery will become
eligible «fter having shot down three enemy plencs snd having tskun part
in tvo engagenments ageinst ground or sea-targets.

This ingignis iz worn on the lcf't breast, and muy be worn in a
miniature form. (Plate XXITI-1Sk,

V. OTHER AIR FORCHE DECOrATICIIS

The following are othur well-knovm German iir Porce decorations:

1. Cup of Ilonor for Special ..ccomplislunents in sir darfare
renpokal fur besondere Leistung im Luftkrieg;
No particulars, description or illusiration available.

2. Photosraph of the "Reichsmsrschall" in a Silver Fraue
{Dus Bild des Herrn -eichomarschadl im Silberrahmen)

Air Force persomnel will in some cases receive the autozrsphed
photo of G8ring for acconplisnmentsin the air.

3, The Golden Book for Flying Psrsonnel
(Das goldene Buch der rlieger)

L. Honor List of the Air Force
(Chrenliste der Lufiweife)

The names of the recipicnts of the 'twa‘ 1ast-na.me.ld hgnors are
published periodically in the official Air Torce publication "Luftwaffe
Verordmmgsblatt".
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He SPICIAL NAVY DECCRATIONS

The Gorman Navy also issues special badges of its own to its personnel.
These are in addition to those that are available to mexbars of the threce
branches of the .rmed Forces. These special badges are pressnted below:

1. Submarine Service Badge -(U-Boots-Kriegsubzuichen 1939)

This badge is awarded to all officers, petty oifficers and men of zub-
marines who haws distinguished thencelves by two or more sS0rties agninst
the enemy. It consists of a submarine within an oval silver wreath of
lsurel surmounted by a large German sagle clutching a swestika. (Plate XXIV-195

2. Destroyer Service Badge (Zerstdrer-Kriegsabzsichen)

Instituted originally for crews of destroyers who under cormand of
Co.modore Bonte took part in the battle at Narvik. It is also awarded for
special achievements to members of other destroysrs, torpedo boats and =Z-
boats. The¢ badge consists of the forepart of a destroysr advancing at speed,
surrounded by an owval wreath of oazk-leaves and surmounted by & small German
eagle and swastika., (Plate XXIV-196)

3. Mineswesper and Escort Craft Service Badge (Kriegsabzeichen ffr
l{inensuch-, U-Boots~, Jagd~ und Sicherunzsverb4nde;

Avirded to crews of mineswespers, subrnarine-chisers and other protec-
tive vossels as z recognition of good gervice, The badgs shows & mine ax-
ploding within an oval wreath of oak-leaves surmounted by the German esagle
and swastika., (Plate XXIV-197)

4, irmed lerchant Cruiser Scrvice Badge (Kriegsabzeichen fir Hilfs-
kreuzer )

This badge is awarded to crews of armed merchant cruisers engaged in the
harassing oi ¢nemy merchant shipping, The badge shows a Viking ship sailing
over the top of the viorld globe, within an oval wreath of oszk-leaves sumounted
by the German eagle and swastika. (Plate XXIV-198)

5. Fleet Scrvice Dadge (Flotten-Kriegsabzeichen)

This is awarded to crews of battleships, cruisers and other wnits oper-
ating with the fleet, for whom there is no specific war-badge. It shows a
battleahip, bows-on, encirclad by an oval wreath of ocak-leaves, surmounted by
the Goman eagle and svastika. (Plate XXIV-199)
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6. Pr-Boat (E-Boat) Service Badge (Schnellboot-
Kriegsabzsichen)

This badge iz awarded to crews of I-boats in recognition of good
service, It consists of the foreparts of an E-boat advancing at apeed,
encircled by an oak-leaf wreath and crovmed by the German eagle and
swastika, (Plate XXIV-200)

7. Blockade Runners Badge (Abzeichen ftr Blockadebrecher)

Instituted 1 April 1941, for crews of ships at sea and in foreign
ports at the outbresk of the war, which have managed to reach Gerusn
porte or have scuttled thawselves or been sunk in avoiding capture by
enemy naval forces. The badge depicts the forspart of o lirge liner
advancing, her Ifigurcv-head being a gigantic cazle vith outstretchcd
wings and clutcihing the cwastika. Tl vhole is encircled by an anchor—
chain. (Plate X{IV-201) '

8. Naval Coast Artillery Badge (Kriegsubzeichen fr Marineartillerie)

This badge is awarded to crews of coast artillery batteries for
succezsful antiaircraft defense. It is o« representation of a gun em-
placed on the be.ch with the barrcl pointing up to the laft at 45 degrees.
The whole is set in an oval wreath of oak leaves and surmounted by the Ger—
man eagle and swastila, (Plate XXIV-202)

RESTRICTED



l|-6.

I. CERTIFICATES OF AWARD

As 2lready stated, the rocipient of « medal is always given a cer-
tificate of award (Bczitzzcug;nis‘), attesting to his rightful ovmershipe.
This certificate containg the followving itens: title of the¢ medal; name,
rank and unit of the recipient, date of issue, I{ also bears the stamp
of the organization (division stc.), as well as the signature of the issu-
ing officer. Photographs of four of these certificates of award are found
on Plate XXV, 203-.’205:.m

Jeo EXAMPLES OF HOW MEDALS ARE VORN

Photographs of mombers of the Geman ismy and 4ir Force are found on
Plates XVI-ZXVII- Illustrations 207-214. These photographs illustrate the
manner in which German medalz are worn. Below are listed the medals as id-
entified on the individusl photozraphs.

Illustration 207: Rank: General, army. kedzls: Iron Cross lsti class;
viar Service of lierit Cross lat class with swords.

Illustration 200: Rank: lst Lt., Amy. iiedils: Iron Cross 2nd class;
wastern Front liedal, Iron Cross lst class; wound
Badge, in black; German RKeich Sports Badge.

Illustration 209: Rank: "Obergruppenfiihrer”, RAD, liedals: Iron Cross
2nd class; Unidentifiable; Cross of Honor of the
World dar (Frontkimpferkreuz); Unidentifiable,
Ingignia of Honor for the First 100,000 ilembers;
Sadiilitary dadge; Wouad Badgae.

I1lustretion 210: Rank: 2nd Lt., Ary. Liedals: Right breast: Geruaan
Crosgs., Left breast: Close-Combat Badge; Ilitler-
Touth Insignia; Ipfuntry isgszult Badge; Iron Crocs
1lst class; liound 3sdge, in silver.

Illustration 211: Rank: Private, army. Medals: On right sleove: 3 Spe~
cial Inszignia for the Single-handed Degtruction of:
Tanks atc,; Ribbon of Iron Cross 2nd class; Iron Cross
lst class.

Illustration 212: Rank: lat Lt. Alr Force. lieduls: Right breast: Ger-
man Cross. Left breast: Pendsnt to War-Flights Bar in
Gold; Gold Hitler-Youth Badge; Wound Badge, in black;
Iron Cross lst class; Pilots Badge. Suspanded from
neck: Knight's Cross of Iron Cross.
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Illustration 213:

Illustration 214:

L7.

Ranic: Oberfeldwebel, Air Force, Medals: Right
breast: Spanish Cross; Left Breast: Ribbon of
Iron Cross 2nd class; Iron Cross lst class;
Spanish Grand Cross (a Spanish decoration);

Air Force Gunners Badge; Wound Badge, in silver,

Rank: Oberfeldwsbel, Air Force. Medals: Ribbon of
Iron Cross 2nd class; Ground Combat badge of the

Air Force; Assault Baudge (General); Woumd Badge,
in silver.






PART 2
[LLUSTRATIONS







A. GENERAL COMBAT DECORATIONS PLATE I

. Iron Cross of 1813 2. Iron Cross of 1870 3, Iron Cross of 1914

4. Iron Cross 2nd olass 5. Iron Cross 1st class 6. Bar to Iron
Cross of 1914

7. Knight's Cross with . fnight's Cross 9. Knight's Cross with
Qzk Leaves with Oak Leaves Oak Leaves, Swords
and Swords and Diamonds




A, GENERAL COMBAT DECORATIONS PLATE II

10, War Service of 11, War Service of Merit 12, War Service of
Merit Cross 2nd Cross 1st class with Merit Medal
class Swords

14, Navy Wound Badge
of 1914

13. Army Wound Badge 15. Wound Badge of 1939
of 1914

No illustration
available

16. German Cross 17. Honor-Roll Clasp 18. Bravery and Service

of Merit Badge for
Eastern volunteers



B. ASSAULT BADGES ' PLATE III

19. Infantry Assault 20, Tank Assault 1. Assaunlt Badge
Badge Badge (General

23. Close-Combat Badge

22, Special Insignia for the Single-
handed Destruction of Tanks etc.

2, Army Antiaircraft
Badge



C. CAMPAIGN DECORATIONS PLATE IV

25. Spanish Cross 26. Austrian Me- 27. Austrian Me-
dal (Pace) dal (Reverse)

No illustration
available

28. Sudeten Medal 29. Memel Medal 50. Danzig Cross
(Reverse) (Reverse)

31. Narvik Shield 32. Crete Armband 33. Cholm Shield




34. Eastern ¥ront 35, Eastern Front " 36. Crimea Shield
Medal (Face) Medal (Reverse)

Illustration
not available

37. Demjansk Shield . 38, XKuban Shield 39, Guerilla-Warfare Medal

L0, Africa Armband 41, German-Italian Com-
memovration Medal



PLATE - VI

D. NAZI PARTY DECORATIONS

42, Order of Blood 43, Order of Blood Medal Ribbon, as worm
Medal from button of breast-pocket

| —-—

Lh, Order of Blood Medal, as worn suspended from
button of breast-pocket

- S o ol 3 DT,
45, order of Blood Medal Ribbon, as 46, Gold Party
worn by Air Force personnel Badge



D. NAZI PARTY DECORATIONS PLATE VII

~L47. Coburg Badge . Nirnberg Party- . Badge of the SA-
Convention Badge Convention at
of 1929 Braunschweig of 1931

51. Miniature Ribbon
of Honoxr

50. Golden Hitler~Youth
Badge

52, Negi Party Service 53. Nazi Party Service  5i, Nazi Party Service
" PBadge (Bronge) Badge (Silver) Badge (Gold)



D. NAZI PARTY DECORATIONS . PLATE VIIT

55. & 56, Sachsen, Bayerische Ostmark, Halle-Merseburg, 57. Berlin
Hessen~Nassau, Magdeburg-Anhalt, Mecklenburg

58. Ostpreussen 59. Danzig 60. Thliringen
61, Osthannover 62, Essen 63. Baden

6. Baden



65. Motor Vehicle Drivers' 66. ~67.-68.-69. Marksmanship Awards : cless 4
Badge of Merit for artillery, and class 7
Tor infantry

70. Longevity Medal, 71. Longevity Medal, 72, Longevity Medal,
4 and 8-year ser- 4-year service 8-year service
vice (Face) (Reverse) (Reverse)

73, Longevity Medal, 74. Longevity Medal, 75. Longevity Medal,
18 and 25-year 18-year service 25-year service
service (Pace) (Reverse) (Reverse)



E. MISCELLANEOUS DECORATYONS PLATE X

76. Social Service 71. Social Service 78. Social Service Badge
Medal (Face) Medal (Reverse) 1st class

79. Germen Defen- 80. German Defen- 81, Air-Defense Me- 82, Air-Defense Medal
se-Wal) Medal se-YWall Medal dal 2nd grade 1st grade
(Face) (Reverse)

83, Life~Saving  8L. Life-Saving
Medal (Face) Medal (Re-
verse)




E. MISCELLANEOUS DECORATIONS PLATE XTI

85, German Bagle Order 86. German Fagle Order 87. German Bagle Order
Cross 3rd class Medal Cross 1st class
88. German Eagle Order 89. Genna.n Eagle Order Germen Eagle Order
with Star Groat Cross
91. Cross of Honor of 92, Cross of Honor of
World War with World War

Swords



E. MISCELLANEOUS DECORATIONS PLATE XI1

93. SA-Military Badge S4. German Reich Sports
Badge

95. Geruan Olympia Com-—
memoration Medel (Faoe)

- " 97. German Olympia Badge of

96. German Olympia Commemo— Honor 1st claas
ration Medal (Reverse)

98, NSKK-Sports 99. German Horse~
Badge man's Badge



E. MISCELLANEOUS DECORATIONS PLATE XIII

100, Hitler-Youth Pro- 101. German-Youth Pro- 102, Hitler-Youth Leader

ficiency Badge ficiency Badge Sports Badge

103. German-Girls~So- 104, Hitler-Youth Badge 105. Hitler-Youth Badge
ciety Proficiency for Sharpshooters for Riflemen
Badge )

106, Labor Serwvice 107. Labor Service 108, Labor Service Badge
Badge of Merit Badge of Merit of Merit for Women

(Face) (Reverse) (Face)



E. MISCELLANEOUS DECORATIONS PLATE XIV

109. Labor Service Badge of 110. Police Service Badge of Merit 1.cl,(Face)

Honor of 1932 111, Police Service Badge of Merit 1,0l.(Reverae)
112, Police Service 113, Customs Service 11L. Firemen's Badge

Badge of Merit Bedge of Bonor of Honor

3.cl., (Face)

115, Miners' Badge of Honor (Face)
116. Miners' Badge of Honor (Reverse)



' E. MISCELLANEOUS DECORATIONS PLATE XV

117. Faithful Service 118, Faithful Serwvice 119, Faithful Service
Medal special Wedal 1st.class Medal 2nd class
class (Face) (Reverse)

122, Prize for Art and

120, Prize for Art and Science Star

Science shoulder
ribbon & resstte

121, Prize for Art and
Science Medel

124, German Mothers '
Cross of Honor

123. Dr.Fritz Todt
Prize Honor-
Pin



F. MEDALS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST

126. Pour Le Merite 127. Pour Le MNerite with
Qak Leaves

128, House Order of 129, Order of the 130, Order of the Red
Hohenzollern Creown Eagle

131, Military Service of 132, Red Cross Medal 133. Cross of Merit for
Merit Cross in Gold Aid in the war Effort




P. MEDALS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST PLATE XVII

134, Baltic Cross 135. Silesian Badge 136, Silesian Badge
of Merit 1st cl. of Merit 2nd cl.

137, Centennial Medal 138, Prussian Military 139. Prussian Military
Service Badge 1st Service Badge 1st
clasa (Face) class (Reverse)

140, Prussian Military 141, ansian_Military 142, Prussian Militia
Service Badge 2nd Service Badge 2nd Badge
class (Face) class (Reverse)




F. MEDALS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST

143. Saxony Military Or- 144. Sexony Commanders 145. Saxony Military Orgder
der St. Heinrich Cross St. Heinrich Gold Medal
Great Cross

146, Ssxony Fried-
rich August '
Medal 147. Bavaria Military

Order Max Joseph 148, NMilitary Medical Order

. P

149. Bavaria Cold Bra- 150, Bavaria Silver Bra- 151. Bavaria Military
very Medal (Face) very Medal (Reverse) Service e 2nd
class (Pace




F. MEDALS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST PLATE XIX

152, Bavaria Military 153. Wirttemberg \{111tary 154, Varttemberg Military
Service Badge 2nd Service of Merit Cross Service of Merit
class (Reverse) (Great Cross) Gold Medal

155, Warttemberg Military Service Badge 157. Warttemberg Military Service Badge

156, 18t class (Face and Reverse) 158. 2nd class (Face and Reverse)
159. Baden Military Order 160, Baden Service of
of Merit Karl Fried- Merit Medal

rich (Great Cross)



P, MEDALS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST PLATE XX

161. Baden Military Service Badge 18t class 163, Baden Military Service Badge
162, (Face and Reverse) 164, 3rd olass (Face and Reverae)

165, Hessen Bravery 166, Mecklenburg-Schwerin 167, Lippe~Detmold War
Medal Service of Merit Cross Service of Merit Cross

168. Breunschweig War  169. Oldenburg Friedrich 170, Sachsen=Anhalt Ser-
Service of Merit August Cross vice of Merit Cross
Croas




F. MEDALS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST PLATE XXI

171, Hamburg Hansa 172, Bremen Hansa 173. Libeck Hansa
Cross Cross Croas

174, Maria Theressia 175, Austrian Bravery 176, austrian Comme-
Military Order Medal moration Medal

177. Austrian Milita- 178, Austrian Wound 179, Austrian Karl Mi-

ry Service of Badge litary Service of
Merit Croas Merit Medal



F. MEDALS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST PLATE XXII

180. Franz Joseph 181. Xarl Bravery 182, Pranz Joseph
Bravery Medal Medal Servioe of Me-~
rit Croas
183. Karl Troop- 184, Hungarian Comme- 185. Bulgarian Comme-
Cross moration Medal moration Medal

186, Turkish Half-Moon



G. SPECIAL AIR FORCE DECORATIONS PLATE XXITIY

187. War-Flights Bar for Fighter 188, War-Flights Bar for Bomber
Personnel Personnel

189, War-Flights Bar for Reconnsis- 190, War-Flights Bar for Trensport

sance Personnel Personnel
1. Pendeant to War-Flights Bars 192, Ground Combat Badge

in Gold of the A:n.r Fome

193. Salver of Honor for Distin- 194, Air Force Antiair-
""" guishea Combat Accomplishments craft Badge



H. SPECIAL NAVY DBECORATIONS PLATE XXIV

195, Sulmarine Service Badge 196, Destroyer Service
Badge
197. Min€sweeper and 198, Armed Merchant 199, Fleet Service
Escort Craft Cmiser Servioe Badge
Service Badge

200, Pr-Boat Service 201, Blockade Runners 202, Nawval Coast Ar-
Badge Badge . tillery Badge



I. CERTTFICATES OF AWARD

PLATE XXV
IM NAMEN DES FUHRERS
UND OBERSTEN BEFEHLSHABERS IM NAMEN DES FUHRERS
DER WEHRMACHT VERLEIHE ICH
VERLEIHE ICH DEM
DEM
Getreiten Obergefr, Reinrich O r t h

Peter K ur g N
Steb / Afr.4rt.Rgt.)

DAS

EISERNE KREUZ
2.KLASSE

Afzrika den 15.2. 43

gerelma]or u.Hoh.Art.Kdr,.Afrika

IDIEXLITENAD UND OIZNYSTLLLONG)

6./HEAR.1262
DAS
KRIEGSVERDIENSTKREUZ
2. KLASSE
MIT SCHWERTERN
Ko ll. Qu. | pEN 204APTil 1944
,/.-;”\J(,\ Der Kommendiere:rde General
< N, I. n.
P %) ifé? ¥
o Ccru -
\ ﬁ% N
‘\\—/ ; )(lvocr:Aouu'u ﬁi%fﬁﬁ‘&/m

203, Certificate of Award for Iron
Cross 2nd clsass

204, Certificate of Award for War Ser-
vice of Merit Cross 2nd olass

IM NAMEN DES FUHRERS
UND

OBERSTEN BEFEHLSHABERS
DER WEHRMACHT

1ST DEM

Unteroffizier Helnrich B i ¢ k
AM 1.9.1942

DIE MEDAILLE
WINTERSCHLACHT IM OSTEN
1041/42
(OSTMEDAILLE)

VERLIEHEN WORDEN.

FUOR DIE RICHTIGKENT

Obersat u. Rgt.-Kommandeur.

BESITZZEUGNIS

DA

SS-Kanonier

fuguet HRageme fer
4./58-Plax-Abv. "Doe Refcb”

WURDE DAS

HEERES-HAKABZEICHEN

VERLIEHEN.

HAUPTCLUAKTI(K OKH. DEN 15. Rovember 1943.

GENERAL DER ARTILLERIE
BEIM OBIRBEFEHISHABER D£5 HEERES

///wf(( t11 Rriry

GENERALLEUTNANT

205, Certificate of Award for Eas-
tern Front Medal

206, Certificate of Award for Army
Antiairoraft Badge



J. EXAMPLES OF HOW MEDALS ARE WORN

PLATE XXVI

210,




J. EXAMPLES OF HOW MEDALS ARE WORN

213,

(28162) W1. 81952720 26462 500 /44 L. & B.

PLATE XXVII

214,






